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Preface

In the following pages, you will read about someone a lot like yourself — an everyday-type person who found out God isn’t a far-off, out-of-reach God, but a loving, caring Heavenly Father who loves people like you and me. You won’t read that every problem went away once this person met the Lord. But you will discover that, with the help of a loving, caring Heavenly Father, this person’s life went from nothing to something.

I am that person — a man who was headed nowhere in life, without hope, without purpose, and with no joy or peace. But after meeting the Master, Jesus Christ, I found true meaning for my life and true peace in my heart. I also discovered some Bible truths that I want to share with you in this book because I care about you. You remind me a lot of myself, for you’re also someone God loves and cares for!

Bruce Higgins

Chapter 1

God Loves You


The very first thing you need to know about God is this: God loves you just the way you are! God doesn’t just love you when you are good and do everything right; He loves you all the time.


John 3:16 reveals just how much God loves us.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.



God has never stopped loving the world. God still loves and cares for the people of this world, and He always will.


The Amplified Bible says it like this: “For God so loved and dearly prized the world....” God doesn’t just love the world; He greatly loves and dearly prizes it!

The Gift We Didn’t Deserve


Have you ever had a boyfriend or girlfriend in school with whom you got real close — so close that you couldn’t stand to be apart from that person? That’s how God feels about us. He longs for our fellowship, and He wants to spend time with us. God loved you and me so much that He sent His only begotten Son Jesus to die for us. As Romans 5:8 (AMP) says, Jesus didn’t die for us when we were good, but when we were in sin.
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But God shows and clearly proves His [own] love for us by ‘the fact that while we were still sinners, Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One) died for us.

Jesus came not to hate us, but to love us back to God. You see, God doesn’t have to work up His love like some people do. In fact, the Bible says that “i.. God IS love” (1 John 4:8). God’s very nature is love, not judgment. He cares about us and wants to make our lives happy.

John 3:16 goes on to say that God sent His only begot​ten Son Jesus because you and I need a Savior — Someone to save us from our sin. You see, Jesus died for us, not for Himself. He died in our place. We were guilty, not Him. There was a breach in man’s relationship with God, but God took care of that breach by sending His Son to die for us and to restore us back to fellowship with Him. That’s what Romans 6:23 is talking about when it says, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eter​nal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

You and I were guilty because of our sin. We were even destined to spend eternity in hell as punishment for it. But God loved and cared for us so much that He sent Jesus to pay for the crime of our sin. Notice what the apostle Paul said in the above verse: Sin brings death. But, thank God, Paul didn’t stop there! He said the gift of God is eternal, everlasting life through Jesus Christ.

A God who would give you eternal life doesn’t sound like a mean, angry God to me, but rather a loving, car​ing, forgiving Heavenly Father who loves you. So never forget — God dearly loves you and prizes you. You are special to Him!
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God Loves You

We Are Loved

Just the Way We Are

I know what it’s like to be taught the wrong thing about God. I heard it all before — that God is always mad at everyone and that He’s always ready to destroy us if we make a mistake. But that just isn’t true. God dearly loves us because He is love. His very nature is love.

The only sin that will keep you out of Heaven is the sin of rejecting Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Savior. You can’t get to Heaven by being good or by just going to church. You must make Jesus your personal Lord and Savior and accept God’s free gift of salvation.

In 1975, I was lying half dead on a hospital bed in Wheeling, West Virginia, when a man came into my hos​pital room to tell me about the Lord. I will never forget how that man approached me about the subject. He didn’t start by telling me what I had to stop doing. He didn’t say I was going to hell or I needed to get a haircut before I could visit his church. He simply said, “Bruce, God loves you just the way you are.”

That statement opened my heart to what this man had to say. Because of those simple words, I am writing this book to tell you the same truths — that God loves you just the way you are and that He has a beautiful plan for your life.

You see, God isn’t keeping a record of all your past sins so He can hold them against you. He has already cancelled them and forgotten about them.

It was God [personally present] in Christ, recon​ciling and restoring the world to favor with Himself, not counting up and holding against [men] their
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trespasses [but cancelling them], and committing to us the message of reconciliation (of the restoration to favor).

2 Corinthians 5:19 AMP
According to this scripture, you don’t have a sin prob​lem. But you do need to come to God just as you are. Then you need to ask Jesus to come into your life and become your Lord and Savior.

If you have never done so, you can pray this prayer right now and ask Jesus to come into your heart.

Dear Heavenly Father,

Right now I accept your free gift of eternal life.

Lord Jesus, come into my heart. Become my Lord and

Savior, and change my life. I now accept Your blood to

wash away my sins.

If you have prayed that prayer from your heart, you are now God’s child. You belong to Him. Romans 10:13 is yours to claim!

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord SHALL BE SAVED.
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Chapter 2

God Is Your Answer,

Not Your Problem

The next major point you need to know about God is this: God isn’t your problem.

Many people go through life thinking and believing that God is mad at them or that God doesn’t ever want them to have anything in life. But the Word of God doesn’t say that. In fact, it says the opposite:

Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in every way and [that your body] may keep well, even as [I know] your soul keeps well and prospers.

3 John 1:2 AMP
God wants to bless and prosper your life. You’re not living a blessed, happy life when you’re sick, broke, and defeated. I know because at one time in my life, that’s exactly where I was. I was sick in my body, lonely in my heart, and defeated in many areas of my life. But the Lord changed all that when I started reading His Word and believing what He said instead of what I thought or what I had been incorrectly taught. I learned that it was the devil who wanted me sick and defeated in my life, not God.

Before that, I was like someone from another country visiting the United States for the first time. That person
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doesn’t know what U.S. law says so he believes what he is told, even if what he is told is wrong.

That’s how it has often been with our perception of God. We’ve been told some things that aren’t true about Him. For instance, many of us have been taught that God brings sickness, lack, or trials into our lives to teach us something. But that isn’t what Jesus said in John 10:10:

The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it overflows).

John 10:10 AMP

The above verse tells us that it’s the devil who comes into our lives to steal, kill, and to destroy. But Jesus came that we might have life more abundantly!

Notice that the Bible says Jesus came so you could enjoy life. God wants you to enjoy life, and He wants your life to be pleasing to Him. If you give your life to Him, you will have true peace and joy. But if you live your life your way, you will never really know God’s peace and joy in your heart.

Stand Up to the Devil!

You see, there is a devil in this world who hates you because you were made in the image of God. The devil wants to destroy your life. But if you will learn who you are in Christ and then act in faith on that knowledge, you will stop the devil in his attacks against you and con​tinually experience God’s peace and victory.

First Peter 5:8,9 tells you what you have to do in order to overcome the devil:
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Be sober [alert], be vigilant [watchful]; because your adversary [enemy] the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

whom [or you] RESIST STEDFAST IN THE FAITH....

This scripture reminds me of a boy who went to my junior high school in California. This boy’s name was Butch, and he had a reputation for being a real bully. Butch always had a gang who followed him around. Everyone knew not to mess with him because of his rep​utation.

One day, a new kid named Bob enrolled at our school. Shortly thereafter, he had a run-in with Butch. Bob acci​dentally bumped into Butch one morning walking through a crowded doorway. Butch got mad and challenged Bob to a fight after school.

To Butch’s amazement, Bob accepted. At the end of the school day, there was Bob waiting for Butch. Everyone had thought Bob would chicken out. But Bob was new to the school, and he didn’t know all the stories of how tough Butch was. When Butch realized Bob wasn’t afraid of him, that bully tried to talk his way out of the fight!

That’s how the devil is. As long as you believe the sto​ries and lies he tells, he will stop you in life. But as soon as you start telling him what the Word of God says — as soon as you stand up to him and let him know you’re not afraid of him — he will try to talk his way out of the sit​uation by telling you the Word isn’t true.

Always remember that Satan is a liar. Jesus said in John 8:44 that the devil is the father of all lies. If you don’t guard your mind with God’s Word, Satan will try to
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speak to your mind and lie to you. That’s why First Peter 1:13 warns you to brace up your mind and stay alert.

Choose Life and Peace

The devil’s way for your life is death and destruction, but God’s way is peace and rest. Just look at Jesus’ invi​tation to you in Matthew 11:28-30:

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden [burdened], and I will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Death and destruction, or peace and rest — you are the one who must choose which road you will follow. You can listen to the lies of your enemy, the devil, or you can study the Word and follow what God says. You must do the choosing, not God.

God wants you to make the right choice. He even tells you what to do in Deuteronomy 30:19,20:

I [God] call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore CHOOSE LIFE, that both thou and thy seed may live.

That thou mayest love the Lord thy God, and that thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayest cleave unto him: for he is thy life, and the length of thy days....

So remember, God isn’t your problem — He is your Source of peace and rest. Just follow His counsel, and choose life!
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Chapter 3

What Kingdom Are You In?

The third major point you must know is this: After you have made Jesus Christ the Lord of your life, you then become a new person inside.

Second Corinthians 5:17 (AMP) talks about this super​natural transformation:

Therefore, if any person is (ingrafted) in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new creature alto​gether); the old [previous moral and spiritual condi​tion] has passed away. Behold, the fresh and new has come!

When you were born again, the old nature of the devil —which is to steal, to kill, and to hate — was taken away, and God’s new love nature came into your heart. Now all the old sins and the past mistakes of yesterday are gone. God refuses to remember them because that old person is dead.

The moment Jesus came into your heart, a new per​son came to life. Colossians 2:13,14 explains that all your old sins were not just forgiven, but totally wiped out by the blood of Jesus.

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncir​cumcision of your flesh, bath [has] he quickened [made alive] together with him, having forgiven you all tres​passes [sins];
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Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances [laws] that was against us, which was contrary [opposite] to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.

According to these verses, Jesus took your sins — past, present, and future — and nailed them to the Cross. By His precious blood, He blotted them out com​pletely.

Delivered From

The Kingdom of Darkness

But Jesus didn’t just take away your sins. According to Colossians 1:12-14 (AMP), He delivered you out of the kingdom of darkness as well!

Giving thanks to the Father, Who has qualified and made us fit to share the portion which is the inheritance of the saints (God’s holy people) in the Light.

[The Father] has delivered and drawn us to Himself out of the control and the dominion of dark​ness and has transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love.

In Whom we have our redemption through His blood, [which means] the forgiveness of our sins.

You see, there are two kingdoms in the world, the kingdom of darkness, which is the devil’s kingdom, and the kingdom of light, or God’s Kingdom. Notice what verse 13 says: You were delivered out of the control and dominion of darkness and transferred into the Kingdom of God!

Verse 14 goes on to say that you were also redeemed. The dictionary definition for this word “redeemed” is
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paid off and recovered. When Jesus paid sin’s price at Calvary, you were both delivered and recovered from your sin. In other words, sin’s debt was paid off in full.

Have you ever pawned anything at a pawn shop? If so, you know that you give the pawn shop clerk an item of value to hold, and in return he gives you a certain amount of money and a pawn ticket. You can’t get your property back until you have paid both the money and the interest due on that piece of property. Once you have done that, the property is yours again, free of debt.

That is similar to the way God recovered us from the pawn shop of sin. God paid our sin debt plus interest by sending Jesus to die for you and me.

The moment you asked Jesus Christ to come into your heart, your sin debt was paid in full and you were recovered from the devil’s pawn shop of sin. Now you don’t belong to the devil anymore because Christ com​pletely paid off the sin debt, delivering you out of the kingdom of darkness and transferring you to God’s Kingdom of life and light. This isn’t something that’s going to happen when you die a physical death. It has already happened in the spiritual realm when you were born again. You have been — past tense delivered!

Ephesians 2:19 tells you the good news of your new citizenship:

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and for​eigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God.

You and I are fellow citizens in God’s Kingdom. We belong there. It’s our home.
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What Do We Find in God’s Kingdom?

But what is in God’s Kingdom? We can find part of the answer to that question in Revelation 21:3,4:

And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold [look and see]; the tabernacle [house] of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.

The above verses describe the nature of Heaven which is God’s Kingdom. Notice what is not in Heaven. There is no death, sorrow, crying, or pain. Why? Because God is there, and He promises to wipe away every tear from our eyes.

During Jesus’ earthly ministry, He went about preaching that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand (Matt. 4:17). Acts 10:38 tells us more about the fruit of that Kingdom:

How God anointed [empowered] Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; FOR GOD WAS WITH HIM.

Sickness, death, poverty, worry, and fear all bring sor​row and tears. But God said when He is present, He removes them all. In their place, He gives us health, abundance, peace, joy, and wholeness in every area of our lives!
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God Is Your Friend

For years, I heard that God didn’t want me to have anything in life. I also heard that God heals people when He feels like it. But it wasn’t until I lay on that hospital bed in West Virginia that someone really told me the truth. That person told me that God was my friend, not my enemy.

You know, if you had a close friend who really cared about you, that friend wouldn’t want you sick, hurt, without food and shelter, or in need of a job, would he? No, a good friend wants to see you happy and successful in life.

Well, my Bible tells me that there is a Friend who sticks closer than a brother (Prov. 18:24). The Name of that Friend is Jesus Christ. This Friend loves you and cares for you so much that He wants to continually bless and prosper your life. He is your personal Friend both day and night. He wants to help you here in this lifetime, not just when you go to Heaven. He loves you so very much, and He is waiting for you to call on Him.

Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty [hidden] things, which thou knowest not.

Jeremiah 33:3

Why don’t you call on Jesus today and ask Him into your heart if you haven’t already done so? And if you are backslidden, out of fellowship with the Lord, or have a problem or need in your life that you can’t handle alone —just call out to your Heavenly Father in Jesus’ Name and ask Him to help you. He’s waiting to hear from you. He has good things in store for you in the Kingdom of His dear Son!
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The Seed That Was Sown

In Mark 4, Jesus is teaching the people a very impor​tant parable. He tells of a sower who goes out to sow or plant some seed.

And he [Jesus] said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables?

The sower soweth the word.

And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, SATAN COMETH IMMEDIATELY, and TAKETH AWAY THE WORD that was sown in their hearts.

And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness;

And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when AFFLICTION or PERSE​CUTION ariseth for the word’s sake, immediately they are offended.

And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word,

And the CARES of this world, and the DECEITFUL​NESS OF RICHES, and the LUSTS OF OTHER THINGS entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.
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And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive it, and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.

Mark 4:13-20

Look at what Jesus says in verse 13. He tells us that if we don’t understand this teaching, we will not under​stand His other teachings. He is warning us that we must first get the understanding of the sower who sows the Word in order to understand how God operates.

This teaching of Jesus is very important because it unlocks His other teachings. Let’s look closer at this pas​sage of Scripture. A sower goes out to sow. What is he sowing? Verse 14 tells us that the seed is the Word of God. Where is he sowing it? In the hearts of the people of the world. For instance, right now by the Holy Spirit, I am sowing the Word of God into your heart.

Now let’s look at what happens when the Word of God is sown. The first group of people is represented by the soil along the wayside. These are people who aren’t real​ly committed to the truth of God’s Word. They hear the Word, but then the devil comes and takes it away. Why? Because they, not God, let the devil steal the Word.

The second group of people is represented by the stony ground and are a lot like the first group. They hear the Word that is sown, or taught to them, and they receive it with joy. They know the Word is true, and they know it’s what they need to live a victorious life.

However, these people have no root in themselves. In other words, they have the Word in their heads but haven’t let it sink into their hearts. They don’t give the Word first pláce in their lives. Therefore, the Bible tells
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us that they only last for a while. When the trials of life come, they give up on God and fall away.

The next group is represented by the thorny ground. These people hear the Word, but the pressure of this world and the temptations of life choke the Word’s growth in their lives. These people care more about the things of this world than they care about the things of God.

The last group of people is represented by the “good ground.” They are the ones who hear the Word of God, accept it, and let it produce fruit in their lives. Notice that some of the people in this fourth group produce more fruit than others.

You see, you make the decision regarding how much fruit you will bear in your life. God doesn’t decide that for you. The more time you spend in God’s Word, the more fruit you will produce.

God gives us that same message in Joshua 1:8:

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.

How the Devil Tries To Steal the Word

In Jesus’ parable, the first group heard the Word, but they let the devil talk them out of it. Remember, the Bible tells us in First Peter 5:8 that the devil comes as a roaring lion, seeking to destroy.

The devil doesn’t want you to go to a Bible-believing church where people are saved, healed, and filled with
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the Holy Spirit. He wants you to go to a church where the preacher tells you that all healing has been done away with. The devil also doesn’t want you to spend time praying and reading your Bible. He’d rather have you watching dirty movies on television or meditating on the cares of this world on the six o’clock news. That’s why Jesus said, “…Take heed what ye hear...” (Mark 4:24). In other words, Jesus was saying, “Be watchful about what you listen to!”

The second group didn’t stay with the Word either. You see, it’s the devil’s job to steal the Word of God from God’s people, and he does it five different ways: through affliction, persecution, cares, deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other things.

The dictionary defines these words as follows:

•
Afflictions: Prolonged pain of body or mind; state of distress; that which causes pain or grief.

•
Persecution: The state of being afflicted and con​tinuously harassed.

•
Cares: Anxiety; concern; trouble; or a cause of trou​ble or worry.

•
Deceitfulness (of riches): Misrepresentation; trickery.

•
Lust (of other things): Strong desire to possess or enjoy.

Satan comes in these five major ways to try to stop you and me. Every test the enemy brings our way can be found in one or more of these categories.

The devil will try to bring sickness to afflict you, or he will send someone by to laugh at you for being a Christian.
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Another one of his favorite strategies is to attack your mind with the cares of this world. You’ll start thinking thoughts such as, What will people think if I serve the Lord? or I could lose my job if they find out I am a Christian.

When Jesus talks about ‘‘the deceitfulness of riches, He is referring to the enemy’s attempt to convince you that money is all you really need in life. In reality, money is not evil but the love of money is!

For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sor​rows.

1 Timothy 6:10

Finally, the devil will try to cause the lust of other things to take over your life. (I heard a preacher once say that it isn’t wrong to have nice things, but it is wrong for those things to have you.) Satan will try to convince you that if you just had this material thing or that material thing, your life would be great. But once you gain those material possessions, you will find out they are still not enough to achieve happiness in life.

Overcome the Devil’s Attacks

With God’s Word

You might ask the question, “Why does the devil bring all these attacks against me?” The answer is very simple: to stop the growth of God’s Word in your life. Satan knows he can’t stop you once you grow in God’s Word and learn the following: 1) that healing, prosperity, and blessings belong to you; 2) that you are an overcomer in Christ Jesus; and 3) that you have been delivered
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from the power of darkness. He also knows that once you have a revelation of these truths, you will tell others about them.

You might also ask the question, “Why is God allowing the devil to do all this to me?” The answer again is very simple: God is not allowing the devil to do anything.  You are. According to Ephesians 6:10 and 11, God has given you the power to stop the attacks of the devil in your life!

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles [attacks] of the devil.

God tells you in these verses to be strong in the Lord or in the power of His Word. He didn’t tell you to be weak and let the enemy run over you. You must study the Word of God and know your rights in Christ.

That’s why Paul exhorts you in Second Timothy 2:15:

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a work​man that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

By knowing God’s Word, you will then become strong in the Lord and have the ability to stop the devil in Jesus’ Name.

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth;

And that every tongue should confess that Jesus
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Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Philippians 2:9-11

At the Cross, Jesus not only died for our sins, but He also took the devil’s authority away from him. The dic​tionary defines the word “authority” to mean the right to order or decide.

Back in the beginning, God gave this power, or authority, to the first man Adam when He gave Adam dominion over the earth (Gen. 1:28). But Adam rebelled against God, just as people do today. Through his rebel​lion, Adam gave this dominion or authority to God’s enemy, the devil. God couldn’t just take this power back that Adam had given to Satan because He had given Adam a free will. Just like you and me, Adam had the right to make this choice, even if it was the wrong one.

God wasn’t shocked by Adam’s decision. In fact, God already had a plan to send Jesus in order to get this authority back from Satan. As Colossians 2:15 (AMP) states, this was accomplished when Jesus rose from the dead and defeated the devil.

[God] disarmed the principalities and powers that were ranged against us and made a bold display and public example of them, in triumphing over them in Him and in it [the cross].

Through Jesus, God disarmed the devil and took from him the authority to order you around and to decide your future. The devil has no business running your life!

You may ask, “If that is true, then why is the devil running so many people’s lives?” The Word of God tells us the answer back in Hosea 4:6: God’s people are destroyed foi lack of knowledge of His Word.
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Let’s face it -- more Christian people know what’s in the TV Guide than they do their Bibles. That is why the devil gains a place in people’s lives. They lack knowledge of the truth contained in God’s Word, and it is that truth that sets them free.

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye CONTINUE in my word, THEN are ye my disciples indeed;

And ye shall know THE TRUTH, and THE TRUTH shall make you free.

John 8:31,32

As you spend time studying and meditating on God’s Word, your faith will grow. Romans 10:17 tells us that “...faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” As your faith continues to grow, you will become strong in the Lord.

...I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.

1 John 2:14

Why were these believers to whom John was writing so strong? Because the Word of God abode or made its home in their hearts. Why did they overcome the wicked one? Because God’s Word was strong on the inside of them!

John 8:36 says, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” You can also say it like this:  According to John 1:1, Jesus and His Word are the same. Therefore, if the Word shall make you free, you shall be free indeed!

28

Chapter 5

The Holy Spirit and You

The fifth major point I want to discuss is this: Without the Holy Spirit’s fullness in your life, you will never reach the potential God has for you. Now, I didn’t say you wouldn’t go to Heaven when you died; I just said you need the infilling of the Holy Spirit to reach full maturity in Christ.

My Own Spiritual Upbringing

When I was a young boy growing up in northern California, I went to a certain denominational church. At this church, they told me about Jesus. They told me that He would wash away my sins if I made Him Lord of my life. I’m very thankful for what the pastors at that church taught me from God’s Word. I’m also thankful that during this time, I accepted the Lord and was water baptized. But one important key was left out of my spir​itual training: I was never taught about the infilling of the Holy Spirit.

As I grew older and moved with my family back East, I still went to a church of the same denomination; how​ever, I became less and less interested in it. I starting sensing in my heart that there was something missing in this type of church worship.

Now, I’m not saying that these people didn’t love the Lord or that they weren’t sincere. However, people can

29

God Isn’t Your Problem!

be sincerely wrong simply because they have received limited Bible teaching.

Looking back, I do believe that in my particular church, they did teach most biblical truths correctly, and I’m thankful for that. They simply didn’t go beyond the more basic scriptural principles to some of the deeper Bible truths.

By the time I reached my twentieth birthday, I had stopped going to church except once in a great while. I knew in my heart that Jesus was my Lord and Savior, but I just didn’t have the power to serve Him.

One day my mother informed me that a new preacher had come to pastor our church. Mom told me that this minis​ter really knew the Lord in a greater way than the pre​vious pastor had. She also convinced me to come hear the new pastor speak the next Sunday.

Well, Sunday arrived, and as the new pastor started the service, I was immediately impressed. This man seemed full of life — not dead, dry, and boring. As he went through the service and then began to preach the morning sermon, he had my full attention. This man of God didn’t just read the morning prayer off a piece of paper; he said it from his heart straight to God. His ser​mon was uplifting as he encouraged us to live for the Lord. Instead of talking about God like He was in outer space, this pastor talked and preached as if God was right there in our midst (which He was according to Matthew 18:20!).

Another thing I noticed about this pastor was that he said things like “Praise the Lord” and “Glory to God,” which I had never heard before in that church. This
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preacher was truly different than the other pastors we’d had in the past; however, I didn’t find out until years later what that difference actually was.

The Missing Piece of the Puzzle

In the fall of 1974, I started to experience severe pain in my right side and was diagnosed as having a bleeding ulcer. My doctor sent me to a specialist, who found that I also had a blood disease and heart trouble. So in January of 1975, I was admitted to the Ohio Valley Hospital in Wheeling, West Virginia. (You can read the full account of this testimony in my book Hospital Stay.)

During this time, I called out to the Lord to help me and show me the answers to my problems. Not only was I a physical wreck with a bad heart, blood disease, bleed​ing ulcer, diseased liver, and an enlarged spleen, but I also felt empty inside and saw little meaning to my life.

One day God answered my prayer by sending a man named Lyman to my hospital room with biblical answers to my problems. As I mentioned earlier, this man told me that Jesus loved me just the way I was!

As God used Lyman to teach me what the Bible said, my eyes started to open to the deeper truths of God’s Word. I began to see that there was more to God than just receiving Jesus, missing hell, and going to Heaven when I died. For the first time, I really understood what Romans 8:31,32 means when it says God is for me, not against me.

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?
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He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?

I also saw that God had a plan for my life.

...For he [God] hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

Hebrews 13:5,6

God said He is my Helper, and the Bible tells me that God does not lie.

God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?

Numbers 23:19

So many times we take other people’s word for what the Bible says instead of taking God’s word for it. We need to study the Bible for ourselves.

As I continued to study the Word under the leader​ship of my new friend Lyman, I came to realize that “the missing piece” to my Christian walk was the infilling of the Holy Spirit.

You see, we receive a measure of the Holy Spirit at the time of conversion — the moment we make Jesus our personal Lord and Savior. But Jesus told His disciples to go to Jerusalem to receive the promise of His Father.

And ye are witnesses of these things.

And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon
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you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be

endued with power from on high.

Luke 24:48,49

God wanted these disciples to be His witnesses. However, first He wanted to equip them with His power through the gift He had promised to them — the baptism in the Holy Spirit.

Look at what Jesus said about the Holy Spirit in John 14:16-18:

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you FOR EVER;

Even the SPIRIT OF TRUTH; whom the world can​not receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.

I will not leave you comfortless: I WILL COME TO YOU.

When Jesus spoke these words of encouragement, He was about to go to the Cross. But before He did, He reas​sured His disciples that they would not be left alone. In His absence, the Holy Spirit would comfort them.

Have you ever had a close friend move away to another city or town? In your heart, there is an emptiness. That is what these disciples were feeling. Jesus, their best Friend, was going away, and they were afraid and full of sorrow.

Maybe you are in that position today. You love God but are not strong in your Christian walk. If that is true, take special notice of what Jesus said in this next verse:
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But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me....

Acts 1:8
After you receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit, you will have the power you need in your life to serve God. The Holy Spirit is God’s gift to strengthen you so you can be a better witness for Christ.

I know all this may sound strange to you. It did to me, too, when I first heard it. I knew in my heart I needed the infilling of the Holy Spirit, but my mind kept trying to figure it all out.

You see, sometimes our minds can get in the way of receiving from God because we were never taught many of the deeper truths of God’s Word. But First Corinthians 2:14 explains why that kind of mental reasoning never works:

But the natural [or unsaved] man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

One night I was making my way out of a prayer meet​ing when Lyman (who had invited me there) said to me, “Bruce, you want to receive the Holy Spirit tonight, don’t you?”

My heart said, Yes, but my head said, Let me out of here! As a fellow minister named Don shared scripture after scripture with me on the subject of the Holy Spirit, my mind kept saying, I don’t want this. Then Don fin​ished his teaching and informed me that he was about to
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lay his hands on my head and pray that God would fill me with the Holy Spirit.

As Don began to pray, I felt like a real fool. There I was in a strange place full of strange people, doing some​thing I had never heard of before. But as this man of God continued to pray, a warm feeling suddenly came over me, and it seemed like all the cares of my life vanished away. I quit thinking, I don’t want this; then I heard myself praying in a funny new language!

Although I didn’t understand what was happening to me at the time, I realized later that Acts 2:4 had just come to pass in my life.

And they were ALL filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance [ability].

This praying in tongues was new to me. I did know one lady who spoke in tongues, but I had been told that she was just a special person. However, this scripture doesn’t say the infilling of the Holy Spirit is just for spe​cial people. It says they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they began to speak in other tongues.

Speaking in tongues is the gift God gives as evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit. First Corinthians 14:2,4 talks about the nature and the purpose of this supernatural gift:
For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries....

He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth

[builds up] himself....
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You must remember that God is a Spirit (John 4:24) and that He wants to talk to your spirit, or your heart, directly. Praying in tongues is like a hot line to God. You can’t swear, curse, lie, or speak evil against someone else in tongues. When you pray in tongues, you are always praying God’s perfect will for you and for others.

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities [weak​nesses or inabilities]: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh interces​sion for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh interces​sion for the saints according to the will of God.

Romans 8:26,27

Remember, you have to receive the promise of the Father in order to reach your full potential in Christ Jesus. As you walk in the power of the Holy Spirit and build yourself up by praying in tongues every day, you’ll begin to experience the victory and the blessings God always intended for you to enjoy!
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Chapter 6

Good News Review

The first major point we discussed was this: God loves you so very much that He gave His only Son Jesus to prove it to you. God not only loves you, but He is also on your side in life and wants to bless and prosper you. Remember, if God is for you, who can be against you (Rom. 8:31)?

The second major point was that God is not your problem in life; He is the Answer to any problem you could ever face. God wants to be your Problem-solver. God will work with you, not against you so you can boldly say, “... The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me” (Heb. 13:6).

The third point we discussed was this: If Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior of your life, you no longer belong to the devil, nor do you have to live under his rule. Now you belong to God and should be ruled by His Kingdom.

Romans 8:14-16 tells you what to expect now that you are a child of God:

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

For ye have not received the spirit of BONDAGE again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adop​tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

The spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.
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The fourth point is very important: You must give God’s Word first place in your life and resist the attacks of the devil.

Submit [yield or surrender] yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

James 4:7

My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.

Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.

For they are LIFE unto those that find them, and health [or medicine] to all their flesh.

Proverbs 4:20-22

Remember, you must take the Name that is above all names, Jesus Christ, and stop the devil from operating in your life. If you don’t do it, it won’t be done.

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

(For the WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE are not carnal [fleshly], but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)

Casting down imaginations [or natural reasonings], and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5

You are in a war not against people of flesh and blood, but against the devil and his demon spirits. Therefore, don’t listen to the enemy when he tries to speak to your

38

Good News Review

mind. Philippians 4:8 tells you to think on the true, hon​est, just, pure, lovely, and good reports of God’s Word, not on the evil reports of the enemy. You are to cast those neg​ative thoughts down in the Name of Jesus and set your mind on God’s Word.

Always remember — not every voice you hear is of God. First John 4:1 tells you to try or test the spirits. If what you hear doesn’t line up with the Word of God, for​get it. If your church or even your pastor can’t back up their teaching with several verses of Scripture that pro​duce freedom, forget it. Jesus said that in the mouths of two or three witnesses, every word should be established (Matt. 18:16).

The fifth point we covered was the importance of being filled to overflowing with the Holy Spirit. I know what my life was like before I received the baptism in the Holy Spirit, and I know what it is like now. Today I have the power to serve God, but for the first fifteen years of my Christian walk, I had very little power to serve Him.

Also, after I received the fullness of the Holy Spirit, the Bible came alive to me in a way it never had before. You see, John 14:26 says the Holy Spirit is our Teacher. It is His desire to lead us into all truth.

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.

When I finally understood and applied these five major points to my life, my walk with the Lord was com​pletely transformed. And I guarantee you — the very same thing -- will happen to you as you study these princi​ples in God’s Word and then do what He tells you to do!
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Chapter 7

Steps to Success

In the previous six chapters, I covered some very important facts about God and how He operates. I cer​tainly didn’t cover everything, but I tried to back up my teaching with as much Scripture as possible.

I could have written a book on each subject, but now it’s up to you to dig deeper into God’s Word and study these things out for yourself. It takes work, but that’s the price you will have to pay to experience God’s success in your life. No one else can do it all for you; you must do your part.

I want to leave you with some basic godly steps you should take in order to experience God’s success in your life.

First, find and attend regularly a good church home where the fullness of God’s Word is taught and where the Spirit of God can move freely. Second Corinthians 3:17 says, ‘Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty [or freedom].”

Second, buy a Bible translation that is easy to read and understand, and study God’s Word every day.

…If a man love me [Jesus], he will keep my words:and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode [home] with him.

John 14:23
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Remember, Jesus said His words are words of spirit and life (John 6:63), so make the decision that you will obey whatever He tells you to do in His Word.

Third, ask the Holy Spirit to fill you. You don’t have to wait or tarry or get cleaned up to receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit. The only requirement is that you first make Jesus your Lord and Savior and be cleansed by His blood. You must always realize that you were not redeemed by natural things such as gold or silver, but by the pre​cious blood of Christ Jesus (1 Peter 1:18,19).

Once you are a child of God, Luke 11:13 applies to you:

If ye then, being evil [fleshly or naturally-minded], know how to give good gifts unto your children: HOW MUCH MORE shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

So if you haven’t yet received the infilling of the Holy Spirit and spoken in other tongues, why don’t you ask your Heavenly Father to fill you right now? Just pray this prayer from your heart:

Father God, I come in Jesus’ Name because I have made Jesus Christ Lord of my life. I now ask You to fill me with Your Holy Spirit, and I will speak in other tongues as Your Spirit gives me the ability.

Now open wide your mouth and speak out those utter​ances in other tongues that the Holy Spirit gives you according to First Corinthians 14:14:

For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.

Fourth, pray every day in other tongues.
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But ye, beloved, building [or charging] up your​selves on YOUR MOST HOLY FAITH, praying in the Holy Ghost.

Jude 1:20

A car needs an alternator or generator to build up its battery, which gets drained through use. In the same way you need to build up your spirit by praying in tongues every day so you can keep yourself strong and abiding in the love of God (Jude 1:2 1).

Fifth, go tell others of God’s goodness in your life. Be a channel to help other people enter God’s Kingdom who don’t yet know of His love.

...Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

Mark 16:15

Sixth, be thankful for God’s blessings in your life.

Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.

And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;

Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord;

GIVING THANKS ALWAYS FOR ALL THINGS UNTO GOD and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 5:17-20

You are not to thank God for car wrecks, sickness, poverty, etc. Those things don’t come from God; they
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come from the devil. But you are to thank God that greater is the Spirit of God in you than the devil who is in the world (1 John 4:4)!

Seventh, remember that Jesus is with you to help you day and night. In Matthew 28:20, He said that He is always with us, even if we don’t feel His Presence. That’s why the apostle Paul said, “... We walk by faith, not by sight br feelings]” (2 Cor. 5:7).

In life, you will face many problems and difficulties, but Jesus said, “These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

God is your Heavenly Father. Jesus is your Lord and Savior. The Holy Spirit is your Helper and Teacher. The angels of God are sent to minister to you and for you (Heb. 1:14). You have all these things going for you, as well as the fact that Satan is already defeated. That means you can’t be overcome if you’ll just keep your eyes on Jesus!

A Final Prayer

I want to take a moment and pray for you. If you’re facing a problem in your life or if you have a need of any kind — physical, financial, marital, or whatever it is —let’s talk to God about it.

Father, I pray for this dear child of Yours. I ask that You meet every need right now in Jesus’ Name. Help him [or hen walk in Your highest and best in life, just as You intended.
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My friend, any battle you face can be won because God greatly loves you and dearly prizes you. So never forget — God isn’t your problem!
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