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Foreword

For some time now, the Holy Spirit has been dealing with me to write this book concerning spiritual pride. I know that in my own life and ministry, I have seen far too much of this kind of behavior in the lives of Christians and fellow ministers with whom I have been associated.

This book is not supposed to be a complete study on the sub​ject of spiritual pride. Instead, it is meant to serve as a simple, easy-to-follow guide, focusing on a few basic facts concerning this type of pride and how to deal with it.

I believe the Lord led me to write this book because He wants you, the reader, to be aware of this dangerous enemy; He wants you to learn how to recognize it and how to defeat it. My prayer for you is that your spiritual eyes would be opened and enlight​ened to the truth (Psalm 119:18) concerning spiritual pride so you can learn to stop it in your own life, home, church, and ministry.

Please note: Because of the nature of spiritual pride, many of the illustrations I use in this book are connected to churches or ministers. It is in no way my intent to downgrade churches or min​isters. However, as a minister, I work in the realm of ministry every day of my life, and it is my strong desire that other ministers would be strengthened and helped by the contents of this book.

Bruce A. Higgins

Chapter 1

What Is Spiritual Pride?

I want to introduce you to a sly, deadly enemy of the Church of Jesus Christ an enemy that often goes unrecognized within Christian circles and, therefore, is often allowed to go unchecked. The enemy is called spiritual pride, and one of its victims could very well be you.

Pride Defined

Let’s begin by finding out what the word pride actually means. The dictionary defines pride as “completely engrossed in one’s own greatness; to think highly of oneself and poorly of others; to claim much for oneself and yield little to others; to always see the inferiority (or weakness) of others in comparison to oneself, to be eager for admiration and praise; to be elated if praise is rendered and pained if praise is withheld; boastful.”

Do you see any of these characteristics in your own life? I’m sure we can all see some areas of pride in our lives that need to be dealt with.

Engrossed in One’s Own Greatness

Now let’s examine this description of pride in detail as it pertains to spiritual pride. You see, spiritual pride has the same characteristics
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as pride does in any other arena of life; it’s just manifested as it relates to one’s religious or spiritual beliefs and practices.


The first characteristic of pride mentioned is “to be completely engrossed in one’s own greatness.” Have you ever met a person who fits this description? I have.


Growing up, I always played a lot of sports. It seemed that no matter where a person grew up or what sport he played, there was always a guy on every team who thought he was God’s gift to mankind. This guy always talked about how great he was and how much better he could play the sport than anyone else. Most people can’t stand to be around this type of prideful person.


When I first entered the ministry in 1975, I used to work with a minister friend of mine. This man was a great help to me. He encouraged me like a true brother. He helped me greatly in the ministry, and I’ll never forget it. However, today I can hardly stand to be around him. Why? Spiritual pride!


The few times I do see him, he starts off the conversation by bragging about his latest accomplishments in the ministry. He tells me how he preached over here and ministered over there. He tells me how he bought a new house and a couple of new cars. He just goes on and on about all he has accomplished until I want to vomit.


I have learned to avoid this man because he discourages me to no end. (I remember what a wise preacher once said: “If you are around a person or if you ever read a book or Christian magazine that takes more faith out of you than puts into you, leave it alone.” I’ve found that advice to be of great benefit in my life.)


I didn’t say that I don’t still love this brother or that I don’t continue to pray for him. But I do avoid him, because I can’t get through to him concerning the fact that he has a problem with spir​itual pride. He.doesn’t think he has a problem.

2

What Is Spiritual Pride?

Thinks Highly of Oneself

And Poorly of Others


The second characteristic of pride, including spiritual pride, is to “think highly of oneself and poorly of others.” We have all done this at one time or another. For example, a new believer might develop the attitude, Now I’m saved, I go to church, and I pay my tithes — so I’m better than the rest of the world


When I graduated from Bible school in May 1976, 1 had some problems with spiritual pride. You see, I came out of a school that taught Bible faith very strongly, which is good. But I sometimes forgot that not everyone had received the same benefit of quality Bible teaching that I had received. I had to learn to be patient with people as, little by little, God revealed to them the truths of His Word.

Claims Much for Oneself;

Yields Little to Others


The third definition of pride is to “claim much for oneself and yield little to others.” A perfect example of this definition as it relates to spiritual pride occurred in my own life while I was pas​toring a small church in West Virginia. My wife Susan and I pio​neered the church, holding our first service in February 1981.


Susan and I worked hard in that little storefront church. I’d preach, lead the singing, clean the sanctuary, visit those in the hos​pital in other words, I took on any task that needed to be done. My wife helped me with the church all she could, but she also worked a full-time job, often working overtime, at a local insur​ance company to help pay the bills at home so I could spend all of my time doing the work of God.


During the first nine months of the church’s existence, I received a salary of $50.00 a week for six of those months. There
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wasn’t enough money left over after the church’s bills were paid to pay me anything for the other weeks.


My wife and I continued to pastor until November of that same year, when God sent us another pastor. (The Lord was leading me to go out again in the evangelistic ministry.)


Everything seemed to be going along fine. Then one day I received a newsletter in the mail from the new pastor’s former office out West. The newsletter, which was mailed to hundreds of people all over the country, related how this pastor had been in town just a few short months and had already started a church there. It even had a picture of the building my wife and I had rented, complete with the church’s name!


There was no room for error. This man had deceived the peo​ple on his mailing list into believing that he had started the church, never mentioning the work done by me and my wife. After Susan and I moved out West, this man continued to let people believe that he had started the church.


I know that God knows all things and that our labor won’t go unrewarded, but it bothered me that a Christian, much less a min​ister, would do such a thing to a fellow believer and minister. The root cause of this brother’s actions was spiritual pride. He claimed much for himself but yielded little to others.


As Christians and fellow ministers, we must guard against this type of spiritual pride. We must give honor to whom honor is due (Rom. 13:7).

Views Others as Inferior to Oneself


Another definition of pride is to “always view others as inferi​or (or weak) in comparison to oneself.” We saw a lot of this char​acteristic of pride directed against African-Americans in the 1950s and early 1960s. The black race was sometimes portrayed as a
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poorly educated group of people who were inferior to the white race. But today, these precious people have proven that they can rank equally with other races in every area of life.


I have witnessed a lot of this characteristic of spiritual pride in the ministry. For example, I have attended ministers’ functions and meetings where certain ministers act as if they’re better than many of the other ministers in attendance by not fellowshipping with them.


More than likely, you wouldn’t feel free to ask these spiritually proud ministers a question, because it is obvious that they think they are on a higher plane or level than everyone else. They act as if they think they will lose their great anointing if they talk to you (personally, I don’t need that kind of anointing!).


Sometimes spiritual pride causes a minister whose name has become somewhat well known or who pastors a large church to put himself on a pedestal in his own mind. Or spiritual pride may cause someone to use the expression I’ve heard so many times at ministers’ gatherings: “He [or she] isn’t of our circle or our group.


The ministers whom I’ve heard use this expression usually weren’t referring to individuals who didn’t have the same beliefs or doctrine as they did, because everyone present basically believed the same thing. These ministers were referring to individuals who didn’t belong to the “group within the group,” saying by their words and by their actions that they were better than the other ministers they were talking about.


This type of pride reminds me of high school. In high school, although everybody goes to the same school, there are different cliques or groups of students who don’t associate with other groups because they think that they are better than the rest.


The same sad situation can be found in Christian circles and even within ministerial groups. This is spiritual pride at its zenith. I have seen it over and over again during my years of ministry.
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Another example of this aspect of spiritual pride is a pastor who won’t let a certain evangelist or Bible teacher minister in his pulpit because he or she is not in his special circle. The evangelist or teacher may have graduated from the same Bible school as the pastor, and he or she may believe the same truths as he does. But if the guest minister doesn’t belong to the right group, the pastor won’t consider allowing him or her in his pulpit.

(What some pastors don’t understand is that it’s not their pulpit anyway it’s God’s pulpit. A pastor is just the undershepherd to the Great Shepherd, and he will be judged for his stewardship of the responsibility God has given him.)

Many times, favoritism is given to the ministers or churches who can funnel the most money back to the host organization through their meetings. Again, this is spiritual pride at work.


My brethren, have, not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons.


For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile rai​ment;


And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool:


Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?

James 2:1-4

Although this passage of Scripture is not talking specifically about ministers, the message is still the same: Don’t be a respecter of persons, especially when it concerns ministry. Ministers should be working together, not against each other.
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Eager for Admiration and Praise


The next definition of pride is that it is “eager for admiration and praise.” A prideful person is always looking for a pat on the back. Don’t get me wrong everyone likes to be told they have done a good job, but some people just want to be babied.


I remember years ago listening to a radio preacher tell how a lady got healed of some sickness after he prayed for her in one of his services. He invited the lady to give her testimony of healing on his radio program. As the lady started to tell her story, the preacher kept interrupting her, saying, “Then what happened after I prayed for you?” He wanted the lady to emphasize his praying for her rather than the Lord healing her. This is an exam​ple of spiritual pride.


A person who has a problem with spiritual pride is elated or happy when praise is received and upset when it isn’t. For exam​ple, how many times have people stopped going to church just because the preacher forgot to pat them on the back or missed shaking their hand on Sunday?

Spiritual Pride Is Boastful


“Boastful” is the final word mentioned in describing a prideful person. A boastful person is defined as “one who speaks about his deeds or abilities in a manner that shows too much pride or satis​faction.” I think we all know this type of person.


I invited a local pastor to come minister at our church for our midweek service. His church was in an adjoining state about seven miles away. He was a good Bible teacher, but he had a problem with boasting. He spent half of the time bragging on his accom​plishments and how great a church he had.


Here again, it isn’t wrong to tell a testimony of how God has blessed you or your church. But if you continue to brag on how
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God did this or that because of your great faith, you are display​ing spiritual pride. That kind of boasting will get very tiring to your listeners very quickly.


Many years ago, I attended a Bible study where a time was always set aside for sharing testimonies. However, many times the time was spent with people trying to outdo each other’s testimony.


For example, one person might say that God blessed him with a new car; then another would try to top that by testifying that God had blessed him with a new house. This was nothing more than a sign of spiritual pride and boastfulness. If the truth be known, the two people testifying probably went into debt up to their necks to get both the car and the house!


We need to take heed to what the Bible says in this matter:

‘But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil” (James 4:16).
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Chapter 2

Where Does Spiritual Pride Come From?
Jesus was addressing a group of scribes and Pharisees (reli​gious leaders of that day) when He said:


Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

John 8:41

Jesus was comparing the behavior of these scribes and Pharisees to that of the devil. Jesus stated that the devil was a mur​derer from the beginning and a liar, and that there was no truth in him.

How Did the Devil Become

A Murderer and a Liar?

With Jesus’ statement, a question arises. If the devil is a liar and a murderer from the beginning, how did he get that way? We can find the answer in the Book of Ezekiel:

Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I [God] have set thee so: thou  wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast
9
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walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire.

Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.

Ezekiel 28:14,15


Notice that God’s Word tells us the devil, who was named Lucifer the archangel, was perfect until iniquity (or sin) was found in him.  How did sin get there? Once again, God’s Word tells us:


By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, 0 covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.


Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast cor​rupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee.

Ezekiel 28:16,17

Pride Caused Satan’s Fall

     Notice in verse 17 that it says Lucifer’s heart was lifted up because of his beauty. I believe that pride first entered the world right here. Satan created pride by his rebellion. God had given him a free will, but he used it for wrong instead of for good. God had given Lucifer wisdom, but he refused to use it for good.

     Many people today do the same thing. God has given them a free will, but instead of using it for good, they are influenced by the devil and they do wrong.

I Will Instead of God’s Will

God gives us some more insight into Satan’s fall in the Book of Isaiah:
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How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 Lucifer, son of the morn​ing! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!

For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:

I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

Isaiah 14:12-14


By reading these verses of Scripture, we can easily see why Lucifer fell. Verses 13 and 14 tell us that he said in his heart, “I will,” over and over again. The first sign of rebellion is I will instead of God’s will. The trouble with our world today is that most people want their will instead of God’s will for their lives.


Personally, 1 don’t want to spend eternity knowing that I did just my will on earth. I want to know that I at least tried to do God’s will in my life.

So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.

Romans 14:12


Many times churches and ministries build bigger buildings, start Christian schools, and get involved in all kinds of other “good” projects, but they are still doing their own will instead of God’s will.

Diversities of Gifts

In the Body of Christ

It isn’t wrong to expand for the Gospel’s sake. But many times we ask God to bless our plan instead of asking Him to give us His
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plan. That’s why we need the fivefold office gifts in the Church to help act as a check-and-balance system.


And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;


For the perfecting [maturing] of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying [building up] of the body of Christ.

Ephesians 4:11,12

Have you ever attended a church where the pastor tried to be pastor, teacher, apostle, prophet, and evangelist all in one? I have, and I’ll tell you what I’ve found -- the church gets stagnant. The pastor tries to do it all and no one else ever teaches the people, so the church suffers and eventually dries up because of it.

An important side thought here is that a pastor who swaps pul​pits with another pastor is still not providing a balanced spiritual diet for his congregation. It’s fine for a pastor to bring in another pastor to preach in his pulpit, but that doesn’t take the place of the other fivefold ministry gifts the evangelist, teacher, missionary, and so forth.

I believe one reason we don’t see enough miracles in our churches today is that pastors aren’t bringing guest ministers into their churches who are gifted in that anointing. Too many times, if a guest minister is invited, it is just another pastor with the same anointing as the pastor of the host church. I am not saying this to downgrade the role of pastors; it is just a fact that the Body of Christ needs the various anointings of all the ministry gifts.

As a pastor, I learned real quickly that I had limitations. So I would make a point of bringing in other capable ministers to min​ister to the people. I knew that I didn’t have all the revelation in the world, and I surely didn’t have all the truth.
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That’s why God has different offices in His Body to minister to His people: so that each believer can grow properly.

First Corinthians 12 talks about these “diversities of gifts” that God has placed in the Body of Christ for us to esteem and receive from as we grow to spiritual maturity:


Now there are diversities [different kindsl of gifts, but the same Spirit.


And there are differences of administrations [ministriesl but the same Lord.


And there are diversities [diffei~nt kindsj of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.

1 Corinthians 12:4-6
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Spiritual Pride — What To Do About It

“Submit [surrender] yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”

James 4:7


When we see pride in any area of our lives, we must resist it in Jesus’ Name. Remember, if you and I don’t stop it, it won’t be stopped.

Called To Serve, Not To Be Served


In the world, we’re told that to get to the top in life, we must push others down. But look at what Jesus told His followers when they argued about who would be the greatest in God’s new Kingdom:


Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them.

But so shall it not be among you [the believerj: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:

And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.

For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but
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to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.

Mark 10:42-45


We are called to serve one another, not to be served. We must always remember that we all have different gifts and are all needed by God to fulfill our place in His Body.

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, NOT TO THINK OF HIMSELF MORE HIGHLY THAN HE OUGHT TO THINK; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.

For as we have many members in one body, and all members have not the same office:

So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another.

HAVING THEN GIFTS DIFFERING according to the grace that is given to us....

Romans 12:3-6

Don’t Let Yourself Be Envious


One evening I was ministering at the church of a pastor friend of mine who lived in another part of our state. As we were talking with one another before the service, he told me something I will never forget. He said very honestly, “Bruce, if I would let myself, I could be very jealous of your ministry.”


He went on to say, “I see God doing miracles and healing peo​ple in your church that I don’t see Him doing in mine, and if I don’t resist the thought, I could be very envious of you and your ministry.”


This pastor understood the importance of staying free of the envy that is born of spiritual pride. The Book of James talks about this:
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But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.

This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual [fleshlyl, devilish.

For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.

But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peace​able, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits,without partiality [playing favoritesl, and without hypocrisy.

And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.

James 3:14-18


This brother in the Lord told me that if he would let himself, he could become envious of me. The point I want you to see is that he had a choice to make, and he didn’t let the devil get the victory in this matter. He did something about it.


The Bible tells us that we have the strength and ability through God to pull down these strongholds of envy and spiritual pride in our lives.

For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh:

(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty THROUGH GOD to the pulling down of strong holds;)

Casting down imaginations [or reasonings], and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bring​ing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.

2 Corinthians 10:3-5

I promptly told this friend of mine that if I would let myself, I could become’ very envious of his ministry as well. I had observed
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how well he pastored the people and how the people really loved him. At the time I was more anointed for evangelistic work than for pastoring, so I could have become jealous of his gift.


I told this dear brother, “God has given you and me different callings and different gifts. I need your callings and gifts, and you need my callings and gifts.”

Learn To Judge Yourself

An important thing to learn concerning spiritual pride is this: “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged” (1 Cor. 11:31).


If you and I as God’s children (and even more so as God’s ministers) don’t judge ourselves, God will. God has had enough of Christian leaders doing wrong in His Name.


I remember a time when I ended up in a situation where the people I was with didn’t represent the Name of Jesus well at all. One day I joined a group of ministers from our local area for lunch. We ate at a restaurant that was medium-priced but high quality for our area.


As we sat down, a few of the ministers mentioned that they weren’t that interested in staying long because they had eaten a late breakfast before they came and weren’t very hungry. This remark was only a hint of the ordeal to come.


During lunch as I watched these same “pillars of God” at the table, I thought that I might as well have been eating with a group of fifth-graders. Their behavior was a joke. Our waitress was a trainee who acted a little nervous and wasn’t as quick as an experi​enced waitress might have been. Throughout the meal, these min​isters were rude, loud, and impatient with her.

As the rest of us finished our meal, the same ministers who had been rude during the meal didn’t even have the patience to
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wait for the girl to ask about dessert or bring their check. They just got up and walked to the cash register, causing the waitress further embarrassment by having the cashier ask her for their check.


As I was getting ready to leave, the Lord touched my heart to feel what this young girl felt. She had watched these men of God act like unruly children. The Lord put it on my heart to go over and give her a nice tip and a Gospel tract and to apologize for the men’s rudeness, which I did.


You see, the world isn’t going to listen so much to what you say with your mouth as to what you say with your actions.


As God’s children and ministers of the Gospel, we need to constantly keep our behavior in line with God’s Word. And if there is any area of our lives that is not in line with the Word, we must judge ourselves and put off the old man.


But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice [evil intent], blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.


Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;


And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him.

Colossians 3:8-10

Put Off the Old Man


Notice, God said, “Put off all these.” He didn’t tell us to get the devil cast out of us (although a person may need deliverance in some cases). God simply said, “You make an effort to stop doing these things.”


A secret for success in putting off the old man is to stay with the Bible. Turn off the television set and get into your Bible. God’s Word tells you to put off the old man by putting on the new man.
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As you learn that you are a new person in Christ (2 Cor. 5:17), more and more you will want to act the way that new man should act.

The pastor who took over the church my wife and I started in West Virginia wasn’t a bad person; in fact, he did a very good job. But for a season he simply got caught up in spiritual pride, and he didn’t judge himself. He fell to the temptation of wanting to be seen of men and to impress people. Today I’m told that this brother has matured greatly in the things of God and is a success​ful pastor.

There has been a rash of ministers getting caught up in this kind of deception. They start out with a genuine gift from God, but as they go along, they begin to take the glory and the praise for themselves, which is a characteristic of spiritual pride.

Often these ministers get off into all kinds of spiritual con games, and they start to lose the anointing they once had. Then because the true power of God is missing in their meetings, they think they have to fake the anointing with more deception.

But the Bible warns us about the consequences of not judging ourselves of sin, including spiritual pride:

Be not deceived; God is not mocked [or made a fool of]: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

Galatians 6:7

Don’t Allow Your Conscience

To Be Seared


The minister I worked with when I first entered the ministry hasn’t judged himself in the areas of exaggeration, which is simply a form of lying, and of spiritual pride. Today this brother has exag​gerated so much, his conscience is seared.
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Speaking lies in hypocrisy [saying one thing but doing anotherl; having their conscience seared with a hot iron.

1 Timothy 4:2


If you continue in an area of sin and don’t judge yourself, you can come to the place where your conscience is so seared, you will no longer be able to tell right from wrong in that area.


The word seared means “to burn; to char; to dry up; to make callous or hardened.” When cattle are branded with a hot iron, that part of their hide becomes burned or charred, and it dries up. The branded area of a cow’s hide also becomes calloused or hardened, losing all sense of feeling.


Likewise, Christians and ministers who don’t judge themselves in areas of sin can become deadened to sin’s effects on their lives. Their consciences can become seared, causing their walk with God to eventually dry up.


A famous evangelist who fell into sin in recent years experi​enced this problem. The world, as well as a lot of Christians, believed that this man’s sin or problem was his sexual wrongdo​ing. But God saw a deeper problem: the sin of judging others, which is nothing more than another trait of spiritual pride.


This brother would stand before millions of people on televi​sion and make judgments about people as if he had all the answers. Today, thank God, this brother has repented, and God has given him a greater love for people.

The Bible says, “Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged. and with what mea​sure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again” (Matt. 7:1,2). God didn’t call preachers to pass judgment on people; He called them to preach His Word
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For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn [try, pun​ish, or damn] the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

He that believeth on him is not condemned ....

John 3:17,18

The Remedy to Spiritual Pride:

Walk in Love

One evening I was praying at the church when God spoke to me. I had been going through a rough time with some of the peo​ple who attended our church. (After you pastor the same people for a while, you begin to see their faults, and this can lead to dis​couragement.)

This particular evening, God spoke so clearly to me concern​ing this situation. The Lord said, “You just preach and teach My Word in love, and I will do the changing in My people’s lives.”

That word from God helped me a lot. I saw that my responsi​bility was to minister God’s Word in love, not in judgment or con​demnation, and God’s responsibility was to work out His people’s problems.

The true remedy for spiritual pride is to act in love.

And above all things have fervent [active] charity [love] among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.

1 Peter 4:8

According to Romans 5:5, God has put His love in your heart. You have the ability to love. God’s true love in you will overlook the mistakes of others. However, you as a believer will never walk in love if you don’t first spend time in prayer.
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But ye, beloved, building [charging] up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,

Keep yourselves in the love of God.

Jude 20,2 1

As you spend time every day praying in the Holy Ghost, or in other tongues, you will build or charge yourself up like a battery charger charges up a battery. When the storms and tests of life come, you will be ready to overcome them because you will be fully charged spiritually. When a brother or sister in the Lord does something to you that you don’t like, the love of God in you will surface to the top, and you will respond in a way that brings glory to God.

Walk in the Light That You Know

As believers, we must remember that we are all at different stages of spiritual development and spiritual growth. When the Bible uses the phrase “judge yourselves,” it isn’t talking about get​ting under a lot of condemnation; it’s talking about walking in the light of God’s Word as God has revealed it to you on your level.

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellow​ship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

1 John 1:7

The Bible tells us to work out our own salvation (Phil. 2:12). This verse isn’t referring to us getting into Heaven, because the Word of God plainly tells us that there is only one way to get there --through the blood of Jesus (John 14:6). It’s talking about us living
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our lives according to God’s Word down here on earth before we go to Heaven.

I must walk in the light of God’s Word that I know, and you must walk in the light of God’s Word that you know. If you are having trouble communicating with God, go back to the light of His Word and walk in it. God won’t give you more light until you walk in the light of what He has already shown you.

Many times Christians want God to give them new light or direction for their lives when they haven’t followed what He has already given them.  This can lead to the devil’s deception.

In First Timothy, Paul warned of the danger of being deceived in “the latter times” — the day in which we are living right now.

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times [last days before Christ returns] some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.

I Timothy 4:1

If we don’t want to open ourselves to the deception of the enemy, we must walk in the light of the Word that God has revealed to us and keep ourselves free from spiritual pride.
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In Conclusion

“But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes [discord]. And the servant of the Lord must not strive....”

2 Timothy 2:23,24

Check-Up Time

Are you caught up in spiritual pride? Are you ensnared in the devil’s trap of thinking that you’re always right, of being unteach-able, or of judging people? If you’re a pastor, is your church play​ing the competition game against another church?

Maybe you have set out to show someone how great you are. When you testify, is your hidden motive to hurt someone or make them feel inferior rather than to minister grace to the hearer (Eph. 4:29)? Are you trying to be seen of men instead of God?

These are all signs of spiritual pride, but it isn’t too late to be set free from the devil’s entrapment.

And that they may recover icr awaken] themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.

2 Timothy 2:26
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It’s Time To Be Set Free!

When you get into strife and spiritual pride, you are taken cap​tive by the devil to do his will. The Word of God tells us to give the devil no place (Eph. 4:27). But if you have already given the devil place through spiritual pride, the good news is this: The Son can set you free (John 8:3 6)!

Let’s pray right now, and if you have fallen into a form of spir​itual pride, whether it is lying, judging, hatred, or even taking glory for yourself instead of giving it to God — whatever form of spiritual pride it may be, let the Lord set you free right now.

If we confess our sins, he [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

1 John 1:9

Repeat this prayer out loud:


Dear Father in Heaven, I ask for Your forgiveness concerning this spiritual pride in my life. I repent from it now and turn away from it in Jesus’ Name.


In the future, I will make a strong effort to stop this kind of behavior in my own life, ministry, or church. With your help, I will overcome this tool of Satan and defeat it once and for all for Your glory.
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Points To Remember
Before closing this book, I want to leave you with several points to follow in order to avoid spiritual pride in the future.

Stay Focused on God’s Word

Point number one is to stay focused on God and His Word.



My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.


Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of thine heart.



For they are life unto those that find them, and health  [med​icine] to all their flesh.

Proverbs 4:20-22

The Bible is the true guide to follow in your life. Any step you take in your life or ministry that is not guided or directed by God’s Word is a step into trouble.

Meditate on God’s Word

Point number two goes right along with the scripture we just read: meditate in God’s Word. Don’t just read your Bible; spend time pondering on a verse until it gets down into your heart, not just into your head.
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Attend a Good Church


Point number three is simply this: Attend a good church where the Word of God is taught and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are in operation.

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day [of Christ’s return] approaching.

Hebrews 10:25
A person who is caught up in spiritual pride often doesn’t want to go hear anyone else teach the Word of God because he or she supposedly knows it all and no one can tell him or her anything.

Be Accountable to Someone


My fourth point is to be accountable to someone, whether it is to your pastor or, if you are in the full-time ministry, to a minis​terial organization.

Obey them that have the rule [or guide] over you, and submit [yieldl yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

Hebrews 13:17

Don’t Fellowship With Those

Caught Up in Spiritual Pride


  Point number five is this: Don’t keep fellowshipping with others who want to continue in spiritual pride (those who refuse deliverance). Now, I didn’t say not to love these people; I just said you shouldn’t fellowship with them on a regular basis.

28

Points To Remember

Early in my ministry, the Lord told me to stop fellowshipping with a certain brother because he had spiritual pride and would not seek deliverance from it. I still pray for this brother; I just don’t go out of my way to fellowship with him.

Stay in Prayer, Stay in Love


Points six and seven go hand in hand. Point six is to pray always (1 Thess. 5:17), and point seven is to stay in love.

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities [or weaknesses]: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groan​ings which cannot be uttered [spoken in our native language].

Romans 8:26


Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowli​ness of mind let each esteem [regard] other better than themselves.

Philippians 2:3


To stay in love you must stay in prayer. When Jesus faced a hard task, He would always pull Himself away to go pray. You must do the same if you want to stay out of the trap of spiritual pride. I believe that one of the greatest ways to stay in close fel​lowship with God and to walk in love with others is to spend time in prayer.


Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

1 John 4:7

29

Spiritual Pride: The Enemy of the Church

Walk in Forgiveness Toward Others


Along with point seven, walking in love, is walking in for​giveness. You can’t walk in love if you have not forgiven your brother.

He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his command​ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfectcd: hereby know we that we are in him.

He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.

Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old com​mandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning.

Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.

He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.

He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.

But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not wither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.

1 John 2:4-11

Notice that you can’t walk in love if you are harboring hatred, malice, or ill will against your brother. It just won’t work!

Once I was ministering in eastern Ohio at a ministers’ meeting. Gathered there were a group of local pastors. I knew many of them because 1 had pastored and ministered in that area for many years. As I stood in their midst, a strong word of prophecy came forth out of my spirit for all of us who were present.
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The essence of that word from God was this: “Stop saying, ‘These are my people’ and ‘These are my sheep,’ for they are My people and My sheep,” saith the Lord, “and I will hold you accountable for them.

“Stop all this competition, with one pastor or one minister against the other, and walk in love toward your fellow minister. For you are all in this together; you are not to be striving one against the other.”

What the Lord was trying to get across to us was simply that we are to walk in love, working together for the same goal.

I have known many ministers down through the years who have had unforgiveness against another minister because of some​thing stupid -- some minor offense.

If that applies to you, determine to forget the offense and to repent of your unforgiving attitude, and then forgive that person once and for all. You are only hurting yourself and the ministry God has given you. The Bible says we are to be laborers together with God (1 Cor. 3:9).

If you are having trouble getting direction from the Lord, this should be the first area in your life you check up on. Do you need to forgive your fellow minister or brother? Have you checked your heart to see if you have done wrong to another brother or sister? You must decide if you need to forgive. It’s up to you, not God.

The points I’ve discussed in this chapter aren’t in themselves a guarantee that you’ll never have to deal with spiritual pride again. But if you follow these points diligently, you will find it much eas​ier to walk in humbleness of heart toward others. And in the future, if signs of spiritual pride ever start showing up in your life, you’ll be able to identify those signs and stop pride before it becomes a big problem.
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Defeating This Enemy of the Church


Don’t ever take this subject of spiritual pride lightly. It is a big problem in the lives of too many Christians and ministers.


Remember: Spiritual pride is an enemy an enemy of the Church and an enemy of your own personal success in life. It isn’t something to hold on to or to tolerate in your life; it’s something to go after and kill with the same intensity you’d go after a poisonous snake that had reared its head to strike at you.


So humble yourself before the Lord and allow Him to show you if you have spiritual pride in your life. If you do, resist that enemy with the weapons of your warfare that God has given you --the Name of Jesus, the Word of God, and the blood of Jesus. Those weapons are mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds (2 Cor. 10:4) — including that great enemy of the Church, spiritual pride!
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