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Preface

     Back in the mid-1980s, my wife Susan and I faced severe finan​cial hardship. Creditors were knocking at the door and ringing the phone off the wall, and there was no help in sight. So Susan and I went to see an attorney to receive some legal advice concerning this matter. After a long counseling session, our lawyer advised us to declare bankruptcy.

     As we drove home that night, we both felt relieved to know there was a way out of our predicament. But deep down inside, we also knew we still needed to pray about this matter more earnestly.

It was after a time of prayer that the Lord spoke these words to my heart: “If you will listen to Me, I will show you how to get out of this mess.” It was right then that I knew bankruptcy was not the answer for us.

This book, What God Showed Me About Finances, is the true account of how the Lord Jesus directed me and my wife out of seri​ous financial indebtedness. I want to share these biblical truths with you so you can prosper financially to the glory of God and to help further the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Bruce A. Higgins

Chapter 1

The Problem

     I know what it is to experience financial bondage. it’s one of the devil’s favorite traps, designed to gradually squeeze the hope out of your heart. The enemy uses financial lack to keep you on the side​lines watching others run their spiritual race while you spend all your energy trying to scrape together enough money to make the credit card payments and still pay the rent.

     I want to share with you how the Lord led me step by step out of the nightmare of financial bondage. Woven throughout the story are biblical principles that can help you get out of debt and walk in financial freedom as well.

How Did We Get Into This Mess?

     On the road out of financial bondage, one of the first questions we need to ask ourselves is this: How did I get into this mess in the first place?

    In my own case, it happened very quickly. You see, I minister as a traveling teacher and evangelist, and, in all honesty, the travel​ing ministry is not always well supported in the Body of Christ. There is an old saying that applies here: “Out of sight, out of mind.” In fact, if I had a dollar for every time someone has said, “I’m going to do this or that to bless your ministry,” and then has never fol​lowed through, I could have retired by now!

     So please don’t criticize ministers that send out newsletters to raise financial support. It’s true that some overdo their pleas for
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support. But unless evangelists and teachers keep in touch, people forget them very quickly.

Ministers are sometimes caught in between different people’s expectations in regard to finances. For instance, in my more than twenty years of ministry, I have discovered this: If a preacher works on the side to help pay the bills, some people will say, “If that guy had any faith, he wouldn’t have to work.”

On the other hand, if a minister is financially able to preach full time without working on the side, other people will say, “He’s just lazy.” (I beg to differ with that statement. I have found out from personal experience that preaching and teaching are work!)

In my particular case, ministering in West Virginia where Susan and I lived at that time required working on the side. I would preach and teach when a door of opportunity opened. Meanwhile, I also worked on the side as a construction laborer when a job became available. My wife worked for a local insurance company, but she was able to take time off when we ministered out of town.

We had returned to the West Virginia area in 1984 after suc​cessfully completing a year of missionary evangelist training in the Midwest. At the time, we thought we would be making West Virginia our permanent home base for our traveling ministry.

We soon bought a piece of land and a house trailer to live in. However, I learned very quickly that it is one thing to buy land and quite another thing to make it livable!

Having very little capital to work with, I went to the bank to borrow some money to put in the needed driveway, septic system, foundation, electric pole, water line, and so forth. With no real col​lateral to offer, I could only borrow so much at each bank. One bank loaned me just enough for the driveway; another bank loaned me enough for the septic system; and a third bank loaned me the money for my .other needs.

2

The Problem

     So before I knew it, I had three bank loan payments, not to men​tion monthly payments on my land, trailer, furniture, truck, and two credit cards. At one point, I counted fourteen major payments a month. This included our utility bills, which are very high in the East because of the cold winters.

     At first, my part-time construction wages and Susan’s wages, plus her occasional overtime pay and the offerings I received for ministering, were sufficient to cover all of our monthly payments. But that didn’t last very long.

God Doesn’t Condemn Us

For Our Mistakes

     Now, before you start asking me, “Why did you ever let your​self get into that situation?” remember that we have all done things in life we shouldn’t have.

     When someone has gotten himself in a difficult situation for whatever reason, the last thing he needs is condemnation. For instance, one time I was pulling a trailer full of furniture behind my pickup, and I blew out a tire. I pulled over to the side of the road, and a man stopped to help me.

     This man was a real blessing to me in helping me put another tire on the vehicle. However, the whole time he was helping me, he preached a sermon of condemnation to me about how stupid I was for overloading the trailer. I knew I had made a mistake in packing the load, but I didn’t need this man hammering that point home on the side of the interstate with hundreds of semi-trucks flying by us at top speed!

According to Romans 8:1, God doesn’t put condemnation on His children. We have all made mistakes, so instead of judging one another (Matt. 7:1), let’s look into God’s Word for answers to help us out of our problems.
3
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Descent Into Financial Bondage

The first blow to our finances came when my wife’s overtime pay was cut off. Then as winter set in, construction work slowed down, so I had very little outside work to do.

Also, a lot of churches don’t bring in many guest speakers in the winter months because of the bad weather and road conditions. Therefore, I wasn’t ministering as much, nor was I receiving that much financial support as a minister. On top of all this, I seriously injured my knee during a sports activity. The knee injury required surgery and prevented me from working any strenuous side jobs for quite some time.

Feeling a little desperate, one day I went down to the local unemployment office and stood in line in thirty-degree weather for two solid hours — only to have the unemployment clerk tell me that I was over-qualified for a store clerk’s job! So after several months of very little money coming in except for my wife’s regu​lar wages (about seven hundred dollars a month), Susan and I found ourselves in a real financial bind.

It’s amazing how those nice bank officials who helped you take out a loan can change when you get behind on the payments. The Word of God warns us that the borrower is a servant to the lender (Prov. 22:7).

I received call after call from the institutions where I had bor​rowed money. But I had nothing to tell them except that I would pay them as soon as I could.

Now, God is not a thief, and I know He doesn’t want His chil​dren to be thieves either. But when you don’t have the money to pay, you just don’t have it!

The last straw came when a man from the collection department of a local bank called my wife at her job and proceeded to greatly
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upset her. He threatened her with a lawsuit even after she explained our situation. The man continued his threatening calls to Susan at work day after day, even though it was putting her job in real jeop​ardy.

Finally, Susan and I both felt that we should seek legal action to try to stop this type of harassment. After talking the matter over together, we decided to contact a local attorney who specialized in financial cases such as ours. This lawyer had been referred to us by a friend who had gone through a similar experience.

I made an appointment with the attorney, and the next evening we went over to see her. What a relief it was to talk to someone who seemed to truly understand our problem After several hours of talking and going over the details, she came to the conclusion that the best thing we could do was to declare bankruptcy.

5

Chapter 2

A Time of Prayer

     As my wife and I drove home that evening, we both felt relieved to know there was a legal way out of this nightmare. But deep down inside, I knew we needed to pray about this matter more earnestly.

A Divine Plan of Action Given

     That evening in my regular prayer time, the Lord impressed on me that our financial situation was a direct attack of the devil to try to stop this ministry.

     For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against princi​palities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.










— Ephesians 6:12

     The Lord told me that declaring bankruptcy was not the way we should go and that if I would listen to Him (which includes listen​ing to His Word), He would show us how to get out of this mess to His glory.

     The Lord also instructed me that I needed to spend five hours praying in other tongues about this matter.

Now, I grew up in a typical denominational church that didn’t teach about praying in other tongues. However, I found out later that the Bible has a lot to say about this subject.

But ye, beloved, building [charging] up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost [in tongues].

— Jude 20
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    The Apostle Paul stated that he prayed with the Spirit and also with the understanding (1 Cor. 14:15). When you receive the infill​ing of the Holy Spirit, you also receive the ability to speak or pray in other tongues (Acts 2:1-4).

    So I decided to make the next day a day of prayer and fasting.  I took my wife to work in the morning and returned home about 8:00 am. I turned off the phone and left the shades down so I wouldn’t be disturbed.

     Some misguided Christians think a day of prayer includes spending half the day talking on the telephone. But Jesus said when we pray, we are to enter into our prayer closet and shut the door (Matt. 6:6). He was talking about undistracted communion with the Heavenly Father.

A Fruitful Time of Prayer

     So I started to pray. First, I said, “Holy Spirit, You’re living in me, and You know the problem. Help me to pray it through accord​ing to Romans 8:26, which states:

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities [weaknesses]:for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered [or spoken in our native language].

     Then I began to pray in tongues. The first hour passed, and I didn’t feel a thing. I prayed through the second hour, but nothing in the natural seemed to be happening. It was just me praying in faith. (Second Corinthians 5:7 tells us to walk by faith and not by sight or feelings.) The third hour came and went; still nothing. But in the middle of the fourth hour, God gave me a vision.

     Now, I know that seems a little farfetched, but the Bible states that men and women of God will have visions (Joel 2:28). I believe that some people have gotten off into a doctrinal ditch by always claiming to see things in the realm of the spirit. Some folks have
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supposedly seen more spiritual visions from God in five minutes of prayer than I have seen in more than twenty years of ministry!

The Vision of the Tree

But as I entered into that fourth hour of praying in other tongues, the Lord showed me this vision. In the vision, I saw what looked like a very large oak tree, with many branches stretching out in every direction. The Lord revealed to me that this tree represented my problem or spiritual battle. I also saw an angel with a great sword, who was there to cut down this tree.

The Lord also revealed to me that as I prayed the first hour, the angel had used that sword to cut down part of the top of the tree, even though I hadn’t felt a thing. During the second hour of pray​ing, he had removed some more off the top, plus many of the branches.

During the third hour, the angel cut the tree far down the trunk. And as I prayed the fourth hour, which was now close to comple​tion, he had cut the tree down level with the ground.

As I saw the angel finish off the tree, I asked the Lord, “If the tree is cut down, why do I need to pray that extra hour?”

The Lord answered sternly, “Roots.”

Get Rid of the Roots

The Lord explained to me that the purpose of the final hour of prayer was to chop up the roots that were still alive, hidden in the “soil” of my life.

Then the Lord told me a great truth. He said, “Many of My chil​dren don’t ever get rid of the roots of their problems. They pray, and then as soon as their circumstances get a little better, they quit standing against the problem. But because the roots were never dug up, the problem returns again, and they become discouraged.”
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These people don’t realize that James 4:7 is an ongoing com​mand: ‘Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he wi// flee from you.” Believers will never receive the fullness of what they’re believing God for if they only submit to God and resist the devil once in a while when they’re in a crisis situation or when it’s convenient.

We see this principle perfectly in the story of the ten lepers. All ten of the lepers who came to Jesus were cleansed and healed of their leprosy. However, only the one who took the time to worship Jesus was made whole from the effects of his leprosy. In other words, the man who worshiped Jesus was the only one of the ten for whom the areas of flesh destroyed by the disease were restored to life again (Luke 17:11-19).

So after the vision, I continued to pray in tongues through the fifth hour. I was determined to allow the Holy Spirit to get at the roots of my financial problem.
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Insight

     Well, you would have thought that after a great time of prayer like that, all of my problems would have immediately gone away. However, that wasn’t the case. I knew in my heart that I had the vic​tory over this problem. But I also knew that in the natural realm, much work remained to be done.

Faith Must Have Corresponding Actions

     You see, when someone breaks an arm, it is put in a cast. After several weeks, the cast is removed. But unless that arm is exercised back into shape, it won’t work properly.

     In a similar way, many Christians pray, asking God to work out their problems. But when God shows them what to do about their situation, they do little or nothing in the natural realm to act on His direction.

     James 2:20 says that faith without works (or corresponding actions) is dead. So until those believers act on their faith and obey what God has told them to do, their problems won’t get any better.

     We find a perfect example of this principle in Second Kings 20. Hezekiah, the king of Judah at that time, was close to death. God told him to get his house, or his business affairs, in order because he was going to die. The king then prayed to God, pouring out his heart. God had compassion on him and gave him fifteen more years of life.

But before God healed Hezekiah, a mixture of figs had to be
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laid on Hezekiah’s wound according to the prophet Isaiah’s instruc​tions (2 Kings 20:7). If Hezekiah hadn’t allowed Isaiah to do what God had told him to do, Hezekiah would have died — even though it was God’s will to heal him and give him fifteen more years of life.

Faithfulness in Giving

In my case, the first major thing the Lord instructed me to do was to become more faithful in my giving. I had always been a tither, but I hadn’t been as faithful in other areas of giving. For instance, years ago the Lord had told me to always be faithful in supporting a certain ministry. I had given to this ministry on occa​sion, but the Lord showed me that I needed to support it on a regu​lar monthly basis.

The Lord also told me to become more of a consistent giver, rather than just a convenient one. A convenient giver is someone who gives only if he doesn’t need the money. When the offering plate is passed, he’ll put in an extra buck or two if he has it.

The Lord reminded me to always be faithful to give, in the good times and the bad. He also cautioned me to give only to ministries that preached and taught the whole Gospel (salvation through the blood of Jesus, the baptism in the Holy Spirit, divine healing, etc.), not just pet issues.

Prove God in Your Giving

The most important point the Lord impressed on me at that time was that when I gave, I should prove God.

     Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and PROVE ME NOW HEREWITH, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.







— Malachi 3:10
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     Now, I know there has been a lot of unbalanced teaching on the subject of giving, but Malachi 3:10 tells us to prove or test God in our giving.

The word “prove” in Webster’s Dictionary means to establish as fact. God wants us to establish as fact that He is our Provider. When we bring to God the first fruits of our increase, we are estab​lishing the fact that He is our Provider by trusting Him with our finances. When we give, we should put God in remembrance of His promise to meet all of our needs (Phil. 4:19). Then He can bless our gifts or seed that we have sown.

     Years after our financial trial in West Virginia, I learned anoth​er important financial lesson: You can tithe or give over your ten percent in faith for a pay increase on your job.

     At that time, Susan and I were bringing in about seven hundred dollars every two weeks for managing a storage business. I felt impressed of the Lord to increase our tithe or our giving as if we were receiving one thousand dollars every two weeks instead of seven hundred dollars. And guess what? God brought in the differ​ence from unexpected sources to cover the other three hundred dol​lars!

     You see, the tithe is what already belongs to God. You aren’t really giving anything until you give beyond the tithe.

Then Malachi 3:11 tells us what God will do as we are faithful in our giving:

And I WILL REBUKE THE DEVOURER for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts.

Who is this devourer, and why does he have to be rebuked? John 10:10 tells us:

The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.
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     Satan is the devourer, and he needs to be rebuked out of our lives because he is a liar, a murderer, and a thief. God tells us to do something ourselves about the devil in our lives (James 4:7). God has given us His Word and Name to resist the enemy. But He also tells us in Malachi 3:11 that if we support His work, He will rebuke the devourer for us.

     This is how I understand it: I will do my part by bringing my tithe into the storehouse and by giving to the work of God’s Kingdom. As I obey the Word in giving, God will do His part by stopping the devil’s strategies — those things the devil plans for evil in my life that I’m not even aware of.

Principles of Giving

As I continued to seek God and study His Word during this financial trial, the Lord took me to a passage of Scripture in Second Corinthians 9:

But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also spar​ingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.

And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work:

(As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever.


Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)


Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.


For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God.

2 Corinthians :6-12
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     I learned some very interesting truths in these verses concern​ing giving. One of these truths is that giving to God is like planting seeds.

     One day the Lord showed me how this principle of planting seeds applies to John chapter 4. Jesus went to Samaria to minister to a woman. The Bible tells us in verse 4 that He was compelled to go to Samaria.

     This is the truth the Lord revealed to me about this account: As Jesus ministered to this Samaritan woman, God ministered to Him. When Jesus arrived at that well, He was hungry, tired, and thirsty.  But as He went about the Father’s work of ministering to a needy soul, God took care of His physical needs.

     When the disciples came with meat to feed Jesus, He responded by saying, “I have meat to eat that you know not of” (v. 32).

     Through this passage of Scripture, the Spirit of God revealed to me that as I got involved in doing God’s work, He would get involved in meeting my needs.

     So many times we want to get our finances in order and our problems solved before we will help with the work of God. It won’t work. We must put God’s work first by giving, witnessing, and so forth. As we do, God will supernaturally meet our needs.

     Susan and I have proven this truth for years in our ministry. As we have put the Lord’s work first, He has always taken care of us.

     For example, one day while we were still in the middle of that financial nightmare, I was cooking two huge batches of fresh-from-the-garden green beans. As I was cooking those beans, the Lord impressed me to give half of them away. He reminded me of a fami​ly I had recently met who were very poor and told me to give them these cooked beans.
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     Of course, my mind was screaming, No way! This is crazy. But in my heart, I knew I had to do it.

     On my way to church, I stopped at this family’s apartment to drop off the beans. When I knocked on the door, the daughter opened it and was just thrilled with the gift. She told me, “We were just getting ready to eat, and we didn’t have much to put on the table!”

     Through that small gift of fresh green beans, I planted a seed of love into the lives of that family. And God honored this and my other steps of obedience by bringing me out of financial bondage so I could reap a harvest of prosperity in my life.

     A very important side thought here is this: If God can’t trust you in the little things (in my case, giving away the green beans), He won’t be able to trust you in the bigger things. Obeying God in small ways puts you in a position to do the greater things He has planned for you to do.

     The reason many people today are in a financial mess is that they planted a financial seed with no expectation of ever receiving a harvest. Of course, the harvest usually doesn’t come overnight. A farmer doesn’t just plant his seed one day and reap a harvest the next. There is a time of planting, a time to allow the seed to grow to maturity, and a time of reaping what has been planted.

     Another principle of giving the Lord impressed me to follow is this: We are to give as God directs us, not as someone else directs us. If we are married, we need to sit down with our mate and pray together about where to direct our giving.

     Now, when I say giving, I don’t mean just helping people out financially, but also with our time, talents, etc. Also, our tithe is not what we are to use to help people. For instance, we can give money to family members to help them in time of need, but this isn’t tithing. Tithing is supporting the work of God.
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     I believe in supporting the place where I get spiritually fed. If I attend a church and that’s where I receive my spiritual nourishment, I support it. I don’t give because I’m pressured. Notice that Second Corinthians 9:7 tells us to give cheerfully. I can’t give cheerfully if I am being pressured by someone or if I’m made to feel condemned if I don’t give.


I don’t believe God wants His ministers begging for money. In all of my years as a minister, I have not had to beg or con anyone out of a nickel to support this ministry. And 1 make it a practice as a minister to support other ministries so that they, too, can fulfill the work God has called them to do.

     In Second Corinthians 9:11 and 12, we are told that our giving brings thanksgiving to God and supplies the needs of the saints. This is why God said in verse 10 that He would multiply our seed sown so we can have more finances to continue to support His work.

     I don’t believe God wants us to prosper so we can have three Cadillacs in the driveway. He wants us to prosper so we can have an extra car to give to a saint who doesn’t have one, or some extra food to feed the hungry, or some extra clothes to give to the needy.

     Finally, I want to make one more point about scriptural giving. Many times people think they have to wait to give into God’s Kingdom until they have a large amount to give. They don’t think a small offering makes any difference to God or to the ministry or church to which they are giving.

     But in my case, most of my giving was in smaller amounts. I never had a lot to give at one time, but I gave whatever the Lord put on my heart to give whenever He told me to give it.

     You see, God wants to put more financial resources in our hands for the purposes of His Kingdom. But before He can trust us in the larger things, He has to be able to trust us to give in the small things. That’s how we get ourselves in a position to be used by Him in the financial realm.
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The Importance of Patience

In Possessing Your ‘Promised Land’

Another very important truth the Lord taught me concerning my finances during this trial was patience. The Lord reminded me that I didn’t get into debt overnight, and I wasn’t going to get out of it overnight. Once again, the principle applies that seed planted must grow to maturity before it can be harvested.

I don’t believe God ever leads us directly into trouble (John 8:12). But I do believe that once we’re in trouble, He will allow us to learn something from it. I learned a lot during this time of financial strug​gle, but the main thing I learned was patience.

One day I was impressed by the Lord to read about Joshua in the Old Testament. When Joshua took over the leadership of Israel after Moses died, God commanded him to take the Israelites into the Promised Land to destroy the inhabitants and possess the land (Joshua 1:2-6).

The Lord showed me that the inhabitants of Canaan could be likened to my bills, and those bills were invading my “promised land” of prosperity. He also showed me that just as Joshua took one city at a time, I, too, would overcome one bill or loan at a time.

You see, the devil tries to get us to focus on all the adverse cir​cumstances surrounding us instead of patiently dealing with one problem at a time by faith. He wants us to feel overwhelmed by everything coming against us so we’ll give up and go down in defeat.

That’s what Peter did when he got out of that boat and started to walk on the water. Everything was fine until he started to look at the circumstances the wind and the waves — instead of Jesus (Matt.14: 29,30).
The same is true with us. As long as we focus on the problem instead of on God’s answer, we will always sink in defeat in life’s sea.
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     One more very important point along this line is this: God isn’t the One bringing these problems to test you or make you strong. I dislike that type of thinking.

     God loves you, and you are His child. The God of Heaven is your very own Father, and He will help you if you ask Him and believe His Word. He is the God who promises you, “Ca// unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3).

     I remember driving around one night pondering a teaching I had recently heard on a Christian television program. The minister on this program had taught about how God tries us and puts us through the fire. Then a few days later, I heard another very popu​lar minister teach along the same lines, relating the ways God had tested him and the church he pastors. According to both of these well-known ministers, God had put the pressure on them for one reason or another.

     As I drove, I asked God what His perspective was regarding what those two ministers had taught. I knew that according to James 1:13, God doesn’t test with evil. But many preachers side​step this scripture by reasoning, “Yes, but God is doing this for our good.”

     As I asked the Lord for a clear answer to this age-old teaching that God puts us through the fire, He spoke these words so clearly to my heart: “When I test My children, it’s from the inside out (meaning from the heart or spirit of man outward). When the devil tests My children, it’s from the outside in.

     In other words, the Lord was saying that when Satan tests you, he comes against your mind, telling you that God is mad at you and that you might as well give up. The devil pressures you from the outside in.
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     But when God leads you to do something, such as to give a spe​cial offering, He doesn’t bombard your mind with such thoughts as, “If you don’t do this, you’re going to hell.” No, He just quietly speaks to your heart to do it. If you obey, you have passed God’s test.

The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the Lord trieth the hearts.








—Proverbs 17:3
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Breakthrough

     As Susan and I worked on strengthening the areas of giving that the Lord had pointed out, our financial circumstances began to change. We still had all those bills, but we began to see some light at the end of the tunnel.

The Ascent Out of Bondage Begins

     A friend of mine hired me to do a few repair jobs at his home. After I finished the jobs, the Lord told me to use the money I had made to pay off my major credit card and close the account. So I did just that, even though I could have used that money in twelve other places.

     A preacher friend of mine once told me, “When you believe God to send in money to pay for or to buy something, don’t use it for something else when the money does come.” That makes a lot of sense, because when we pray for something specific and then receive the answer to our prayer, that encourages us to believe for greater things.

      So after I paid off the credit card, I was encouraged to believe the Lord for some of the bigger bills. All the while, I was first giv​ing my tithe to God as He instructed me.

     One day when I was feeling discouraged with my progress in getting out of debt, the Lord showed me a portion of Scripture in Second Chronicles 20. In this account, King Jehoshaphat was sur​rounded by several different armies that wanted to destroy him and
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his kingdom. In verse 3, the king sought God for direction in this matter. Then the Lord spoke this word of prophecy through His ser​vant Jahaziel

...Thus saith the Lord unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for THE BATTLE IS NOT YOUR’S, BUT GOD’S....

Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord with you....







— 2 Chronicles 20:15,17

     The Lord encouraged me through these verses, showing me that this battle was His battle to fight for me. He told me to rest in Him and cast the care of the battle on Him.

Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

—1 Peter 5:7
Divine Instruction:

‘Make a Vow of Faith’

     Then one day I experienced a major breakthrough. I had come home for lunch and happened to turn on the television to a Christian program. A preacher was proclaiming the Word of God. Suddenly he stopped and spoke these words: “This morning in prayer, the Lord showed me a young man who has fallen in a pit and is having trouble getting out of that pit.”

     The preacher likened this man’s trouble to that of Jonah of old who had also been trapped in a “pit” the belly of a fish (Jonah 1:17). Then this minister said something new to me: “If you are this young man, you need to make a vow of faith to God as Jonah did in the belly of that fish [Jonah 2:9].”

     Next, the preacher shared this scripture about Jacob:

And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on,
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     So that I come again to my father’s house in peace; then shall the Lord be my God:

     And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.






— Genesis 28:20-22
Jacob was a man in trouble. Nothing was going right for him. He had taken away his brother’s birthright and blessing. Thinking his brother Esau would try to kill him in revenge, he had run. But as Jacob fled from Esau, God brought him to a place of rest, a place Jacob named Bethel. There he made this vow, or promise, to God concerning giving.

An important principle to learn from this account is to let God bring you to that place of rest in Him:

Peace I leave with you; My [own] peace I now give and bequeath to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. [Stop allowing yourselves to be agitated and disturbed; and do not permit your​selves to be fearful and intimidated and cowardly and unsettled.]




— John 14:27, Ampljfied

Even when all hell is breaking loose around you, you can have peace in God.

As I heard this television Bible teacher say that I needed to make a vow of faith in my giving, the Holy Spirit confirmed it in my heart. The minister didn’t say how much, but he did say, “Make a vow that takes all of your faith. If one hundred dollars is all you can believe for, then so be it. But you may be able to believe for more.”

That evening I shared this experience with my wife, but I hadn’t committed myself as of yet. I wanted to be sure God was leading me in this direction. (According to First John 4:1, it isn’t wrong to try the spirits to make sure they are of God.)
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     You see, this vow of faith would be giving over our regular giv.​ing. We wouldn’t be giving to someone else instead of supporting our church or the ministries God had previously told us to support. Considering our financial situation, I knew that making that kind of vow was a serious commitment.

     The next day I tuned in again to the program. As I listened once more to this minister, I knew in my heart that God was leading me to act on his words to make a vow of faith.

     As I called in my vow of faith, I felt a real release deep in my spirit, confirming that this was God directing me. The woman on the phone prayed for me that God would do a special miracle in our lives concerning our situation. She also prayed that God would give us wisdom according to James 1:5:

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

In the weeks ahead, my wife and I were faithful to pay on our vow as the Lord sent the money in. And it seemed that every time we did, God would do something supernatural to bless us.
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Give and It Will Be Given

     One of the first things that happened after Susan and I made our vow of faith was that we were able to pay off two of our bank loans because of an unexpected insurance settlement concerning a piece of property we had an interest in. This was an incredible blessing, for we were several months behind in our payments on one of the loans. We were also able to pay off and close out our other credit card account.

Reaping a Harvest of Blessing

God’s next great move in our lives occurred when I visited the woman from whom we had bought and financed our trailer. The Lord had impressed me to go talk to her and to be honest and up front with her regarding our situation.

     My wife and I had been trying to sell our house trailer because we had a restriction in our land deed that hindered us from keeping a trailer home on our property any longer than three years. That three-year period was already over, and the other land owners were pressuring us to move it. They didn’t want us to keep the trailer home on our land, even though I had put a lot of work into making it look like a regular home.

     So when I went to visit this woman, I was under extremely heavy pressure from all sides because of this restriction clause. I definitely didn’t need a lawsuit from the other landholders in the housing association to add to my financial concerns.
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     I met the woman at the place where she worked, and we went off to the side to talk. I felt like a fool but plunged on ahead with what I had to say.

     I opened the conversation with the one little ray of hope I had for selling the trailer. I told the woman that I knew a person who was remotely interested in buying the trailer. I explained that I was going to use that person’s down payment to pay her the two thousand dol​lars I owed her in back payments. (Earlier the woman and I had reached an agreement that I would make partial payments during the time I was out of work following my knee surgery and then make up the difference when I was able to work again.) I asked the woman if she would continue financing the trailer for him as she had with us.

     The woman quickly said she didn’t want to do that anymore —first, because it was a burden on her, and second, because her brother was interested in buying the trailer. She went on to say that she and her brother had driven by the home one day, and he had loved it.

     (Isn’t that just like God? Isaiah 65:24 says, “And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet .speaking, I will hear “)

     So there I was, talking to this woman and thinking, That ~s great! He wants the trailer! However, I still owed her the additional two thousand dollars in back payments. I also didn’t have a dime to move the trailer off the property.

     But as we continued to talk, the woman said, “I know you did a lot of work on the trailer since I sold it to you three years ago.”

     1 got real bold and asked, “Would you be willing to call it an even exchange the two thousand dollars for the roof job, the painting, and all the other work I’ve done on the home?”

     She said yes, and the pressure of those back payments fell off me in an instant! She also said she would pay to have the trailer moved off my property.
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     (The emotions I felt at that moment reminded me of the time I was preaching in east Texas years ago. After a church service, a man who duplicated a lot of my teaching tapes told me that he had want​ed to do something to bless my ministry; however, he just didn’t have much money on him that day. So the Lord had told him to can​cel what I owed him, which was about eighty-five dollars. At that moment I was as happy as if it had been eighty-five mi/lion dollars of debt canceled!)

     After talking to the woman, I just couldn’t wait to pick up my wife from work and tell her what the Lord had done that day to help us in our financial situation

.

     Soon after that financial milestone, the Lord miraculously sold our pickup truck for top dollar. After paying off our truck loan, we had enough money left over to pay cash for an older station wagon.

     Well, with the trailer payments settled, two bank loans and our truck paid off, and both of our charge cards closed out, things were looking a whole lot brighter for us. Also, now that the trailer was sold, I was able to make some money by selling my two wooden decks, cement blocks, electric pole and wire, and other extras. With this money I was able to pay off some of my smaller bills.

We Must Do Our Part

     I remember one day I was talking to a friend who was in need of some money to pay a few back house payments. He told me that because of a job layoff, he had gotten behind in his payments, and the bank wanted its money

.  

     As my friend continued on about his problem, I couldn’t help but think about what he had right there in his garage that he could have sold to help pay those back payments — extra motorcycles, extra cars, and all sorts of other items. Half of those things he hardly ever used.
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     Many times the answer to our problem is right before us, but we just won’t do what is necessary to find our solution. God didn’t say every decision made on the way out of financial bondage would be easy. Sometimes we have to make a few sacrifices. And sometimes we may have to cut back and do without the extras for a season.

Counterattack!

     As the pile of bills started to melt away, I couldn’t help but think of Joshua taking those cities one by one. Meanwhile, we got the trailer moved off our property and finished selling off the last of the extra building materials that we no longer needed.

     About this time, the enemy sent a counterattack against us. The Bible warns us that we need to stay alert against this type of devil​ish strategy:

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil [not God, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: Whom resist stedfast in the faith...

—1 Peter 5:8,9

     The counterattack came one day while I was painting the house we were temporarily renting. The phone rang. It was a lawyer call​ing to inform me that he was representing the woman from whom I had bought the trailer — the same woman who had previously been so nice to us. She claimed that I owed her more than six thou​sand dollars for various items I had promised to give her when her brother bought the trailer!

     It was all a misunderstanding. The items the woman was talk​ing about were the property of the trailer park from which I had first moved the trailer three years earlier to our acreage.

     So here I was, facing another marvelous opportunity to believe God! I was being sued for thousands of dollars I didn’t have, know​ing that I had bent over backwards to help this woman and her
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brother by working extra hours at no charge cleaning, painting, and getting the trailer ready to be moved.

I told this woman’s lawyer my side of the story. I also told him that I had no money, but he couldn’t have cared less. He gave me a choice. If I didn’t have enough money to pay the full six thousand dollars, I could come in that Friday and sign a paper saying I would pay at least fifty dollars a month. In return, the woman would only require me to pay two thousand dollars of the six thousand she claimed I owed her. I said I would come in to look over the papers and hung up the phone.

I was in shock. Here I was, another two thousand dollars in debt —two thousand dollars that I didn’t have and didn’t actually owe!

I soon found out that the company which had moved the trailer cheated this woman by charging her for a complete trailer setup but in fact only delivering it to the location. However, the woman couldn’t sue the company because she had signed a release form before the move absolving it of all liability. So instead she was try​ing to sue me to get back some of the money that she had lost. It was a messy situation, and I knew I really needed another miracle from God.

You see, Satan will try to counterattack to see if you really believe what you say you believe. That’s when you’ll find out if your faith is firmly planted in God’s Word.

Only God Can Bring Deliverance

I immediately went to the Lord in prayer. I knew that according to Psalm 108:12 and 13, only He could deliver me out of this prob​lem:

Give us help from trouble: for vain [or useless] is the help of man.

Through God we shall do valiantly [mightily]: for he it is that shall tread down our enemies.
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     The Lord put on my heart to sow some seed, or money, on my vow. At the time, I only had about forty dollars, which I had received from a construction job I had just finished. I quickly bought a money order and mailed it out that day. After doing this, I just knew God was going to do something special.

     You see, once you know God has told you to do something (usu​ally by the inward witness in your heart), it’s important that you do it immediately, no matter how big or small it is. Don’t waste your time discussing the matter with a lot of people. Most people don’t have a clue about what God is telling you to do.

     When I picked up my wife from work that evening, I told her the whole situation. After talking it over, we both sensed God leading us to get our own attorney.

     Now, some believers think that obtaining legal help for this kind of situation is wrong. But when God puts something on your heart, you’d better do it!

     The next day I went through the phone book, trying to listen to the Lord concerning which lawyer to contact for this specific prob​lem. I came to a name that really stood out to me, so I called his office. To my amazement, he answered the telephone instead of a secretary.

     I gave him a summary of my problem, and he told me to come right over. I went to his office, and for more than an hour we went over all the facts. The lawyer told me that he would study the case and then call this woman’s attorney and try to work out a better set​tlement.

     Before leaving my lawyer’s office that day, I told him to just do his best and that the Lord would take it from there. I had fully given this care to God, remembering the scripture that says, “The battle is the Lord’s” (2 Chron. 20:15).
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Another Divine Plan of Action

That evening, after my wife and I came home from running some errands, the Lord put it on my heart to pray. I immediately got alone with God. During that prayer time, the Lord told me to do something that I thought was rather strange. Out of the blue, He instructed me to give a piece of electronic equipment to a local pastor.

You see, an old friend of mine had given me some recording equipment for use in my ministry. At the time, I didn’t really need it, so I had been trying to sell it for about fifteen hundred dollars to pay some bills. Up to this time, however, I hadn’t had a solid offer.

So when the Lord told me to give the recording equipment away, I thought, There goes $1,500. But the more I prayed, the more peace  I had that this was God. The only trouble was, the pastor that the  Lord was telling me to bless was someone whom, in the natural, I didn’t really like.

Isn’t that just like the Lord? Many times it is easy to give to your friends but a whole lot more difficult to give to someone who has at one time offended you. Such was the case in this situation.

Well, the next day I called this pastor and told him what the Lord had impressed me to do for him. The man’s heart was really touched; it seems that his church had a great need for just that kind of recording equipment.

So I drove the equipment over to the pastor. While I was there, he prayed that God would bless me for being obedient. As I left this pastor’s church, I thought about what a nice person he really was and how much he had matured since I had seen him years earlier.

I soon found out that when you give to the Lord’s work, the devil will always try to tell you that you’re a fool for doing it.

Just a few days after I had given away the recording equipment, I received a call from a minister I knew who had another preacher right there in his home with cash money ready to buy the equipment.

31

What God Showed Me About Finances

     In my head, I thought how good it would have been to have the fifteen hundred dollars at that time. But in my spirit, I knew God had told me to give the equipment away and that He would bless me well over the fifteen hundred dollars.

     And do you know what? God did! My lawyer made only one phone call, and the lady dropped her lawsuit! She wouldn’t even take the one-thousand-dollar settlement I was going to give her (which I would have had to borrow to get)!

     As a side thought, a year or so after all this financial mess was over, the Lord really brought Susan and me into a new realm of financial and material blessings. One day I was pondering the great turn of events that had occurred in our lives during that past year, and the Lord spoke to my heart. He reminded me of the day I had given away that recording equipment and said, “If you hadn’t been obedient in giving that equipment away, you wouldn’t have all these blessings today.”

     You see, many times you are planting a seed for the future when you give of your substance today.

The Land Sale Miracle

     The next major miracle the Lord performed for us was to sell our land. In the more than three years of paying on this property, we had never missed a payment. But here we were with no money to pay for the month of May. I had also run ad after ad in the newspa​per trying to sell this land, but with no success.

     One day I was cutting the weeds along the hillside that sur​rounded my property. The weeds were full of poison ivy, and sud​denly I just stopped and told the Lord, “Lord, I never want to cut these weeds again! And I’m not going to waste any more money on newspaper ads either!” (I believe God just waits for us to say that we’re through trying to work out our own problems. Only then can
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we truly put those problems in His hands so He can work them out!)

Soon after my little outburst, I received a call from a man who lived right up the road from our acreage. He told me that he wanted to buy our land. The great thing about this was that all of my ads had been out of the newspaper for at least a week. So it was defi​nitely God who had brought me a buyer, just as He promised me in Hebrews 10:37:

For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry.

Not only did the Lord bring me a buyer, but He brought me a man who was willing to buy the land in spite of all the restrictions on it and in spite of a very steep driveway that always needed work. And He did all this despite the fact that our area was in the middle of one of its worst heat waves ever recorded, and no one was in the mood to buy anything!

An interesting side note is that even though it took several months to close out the sale of the property, I never needed to cut those weeds on the hillside again because the hot summer weather caused them to die out. God is good!

So with the lawsuit dropped, the land sold, and our vow of faith paid off, our financial situation was looking much, much brighter. We even had some money left over from the sale of the land to pay off a few other bills.

To top it all off, the Lord put it on someone’s heart to unex​pectedly help us obtain a newer station wagon so we could travel in style when we ministered on the road. And the Lord later blessed us with the extra money needed to pay off this car loan way ahead of the scheduled time!

It was no coincidence that right after we paid off our vow of faith, the Lord gave us that nice car. And not only that, but He also
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opened up a construction job for me that offered a good wage. With that money, we were able to pay off our furniture and the last bank loan. God is truly a great Provider!
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Steps to Success

     I know that in these previous chapters, I have talked a lot about how the Lord blessed us with material possessions. Some people may say that there is more to life than material possessions. That’s true, there is. But we aren’t living in Heaven yet. All of us live in a natural world right now, and material possessions are an important part of life on this earth.

God Is on Your Side

     God wants you to be prosperous in all areas of your life. He says in His Word, “Beloved, I wish [or pray] above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth” (3 John 2).

     If you have made bad decisions financially, God will forgive you (1 John 1:9). If you have filed for bankruptcy in the past, God isn’t going to throw you out of Heaven for having done so. He will help you find a way to turn your problem into victory:

There hath no temptation [test or trial] taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted [tested] above that ye are able; but will with the temp​tation [test] also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.                     

—-1 Corinthians 10:13
     Always remember that God is on your side to help you in your trials. Romans 8:31 says, “...Jf God be for us, who can be against us?”
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     I have talked a lot about how God told me to do this or that. That may sound a little strange to you, but God does speak to His chil​dren by His Word and by His Spirit if they will listen. Psalm 119:130 says, “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understand​ing unto the simple.”

Guidelines for Healthy Finances

     So, in closing, I want to leave you with some important guide​lines to help you get your finances in order and keep them healthy.

Step one: Put God’s Word first place in your life. God’s Word is God talking to you.

This book of the law [God’s Word] shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shall meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.                                                

 

— Joshua 1:8
     Step two. Study and meditate on the Word. Let it talk to you and direct you in all areas of life, not just in some areas.

     Step three. Trust God. He is your Heavenly Father who loves you dearly and has only good things for your life.

Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.                                                                                    






— Luke 12:32

     Step four: Be a giver, not just a taker. “..freely ye have received, freely give” (Matt. 10:8). Be a constant tither with all of your resources.

     Step five: Don’t just do what I or someone else did. Walk in the light of what God shows you to do concerning your situations:   “….walk in the light, as he [God] is in the light...” (1 John 1:7).

Do what God directs you to do. In my case, I needed to pray for
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several hours and to make a vow of faith concerning my giving, and God honored that. But you don’t have to do exactly what I did to come out of financial bondage. Just listen to your heart and study God’s Word to see what God tells you to do. Then when the Lord tells you to do something, just obey Him, and He will bless you.

However, there is one more important point to understand regard​ing this step: You must not only do what God tells you to do; you must also have a willing attitude. Isaiah 1:19 says, “If ye be WILLING and OBEDIENT,  ye shall eat the good of the land”

Step six. Remember that God is a faith God, and He is motivated by your faith. Faith calls those things real that are not seen by the natural eye (2 Cor. 4:18). In fact, faith is the only thing that pleas​es God:

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.                                                                                                    

— Hebrews 11:6

You must talk in line with what you’re believing and confess a good report of what God is doing in your situation (Num. 13:30). Why? Because you will never rise above your confession. If you’re believing for deliverance and talking spiritual trash, you won’t get anywhere with God. You must speak God’s Word over your situa​tion no matter how it looks.

Step seven. Stay in constant fellowship with God by attending a good, Bible-believing and Bible-teaching church where the gifts of the Holy Spirit are in operation. Also, remember that with both King Jehoshaphat and King Hezekiah, a man of God was used to help bring deliverance. Don’t make fun of God’s messengers; they may have a word from God to help bring about your deliverance.
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My Prayer for You

     My prayer is that this book has been a blessing and an encour​agement to you and your family. I believe that as you continue to serve God right where you are, God will make your way prosper​ous for His glory.

     Proverbs 10:15 is a very important scripture that the Lord showed me in His Word. This verse helped change my thinking con​cerning money:

The rich man’s wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty.

     In this verse, I saw that money can be used for good when we put God first. I also saw that it is possible to be destroyed by poverty. I believe that when you and I put God first in our lives and trust Him with our finances, we will be a blessed people.

     My prayer for you is this: that God who does all things decently and in order (1 Cor. 14:40) will give you wisdom (James 1:5) to know what to do and when to do it, for God isn’t the Author of con​fusion but of peace (1 Cor. 14:33). I also pray that you will keep a sound or a good confession (2 Tim. 1:13) of God’s ability to bring you through your test or trial.

     Finally, I pray that the Word of God becomes so real to you that you will no longer trust in your ability to deliver yourself, instead, you will trust and rest only in God’s ability to deliver you.
As the psalmist tells us, “It is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man” (Ps. 118:8). It is no mistake that this verse is
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called “the middle verse of the Bible.” Man may give you some nice-sounding advice, but only God has the divine wisdom to direct you step by step out of financial bondage into the glorious freedom of having every need abundantly met!
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Prayer of Salvation

Dear friend,

     If you have never asked Jesus Christ into your heart to become your personal Lord and Savior, there is no better time than now: “...now is the accepted time, behold, now is the day of salvation”  (2 Cor. 6:2).

     You won’t get to Heaven because you are a good person or because you do good works (Eph. 2:8). You must be born again into God’s family through the blood of Jesus.
     That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

     For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

—Romans 10:9,10
Let’s pray right now:

     Dear Father in Heaven, I come as a sinner to receive Your free gift of righteousness through Your Son Jesus Christ. I ask You now, Lord Jesus, to come into my heart. I receive Your blood to wash away my sins and I now confess You before men as my personal Lord and Savior. Amen.

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.









—Romans 10:13

     If you just prayed this prayer from your heart, welcome to the family of God!
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